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1201 Jefferson Street, Muskegon, Michigan 49441 Email: fcc@fccmuskegon.org
Phone: 231-726-3254 Website: fccmuskegon.org

We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare of our
community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We welcome into
our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic and social status,
faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression, and sexual orientation. We
also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and joys
of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.
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Annual Meeting
Sunday, June 14"
Following worship service




Search and Call Committee and Governing Board
Introduce a Pastoral Candidate

The FCC Search and Call Committee recommended a candidate, Dr. Rev. Becky
Emerson, to the Governing Board asking that she be provided a “candidacy Sunday”
where she would preach after which the Congregation would vote on whether to call
her for our vacancy. The Governing Board has approved.

A little background here. The UCC states a church should give a candidate an
opportunity to preach after which a vote should be taken on whether to extend a call
to the candidate. That’s it. The Search Committee and Governing Board feel much
more needs to be done to educate the Congregation on who this person is---of course!
So, a little will be said here; links to Becky’s sermons appear below; More information
will be provided at FCC’s Annual Congregational Meeting which will be held
immediately after the service on Sunday, June 14. Then, Becky will be here to preach
on Sunday, July 12, immediately after which the Congregation will vote on whether to
extend a call.

How did we get here? The Search and Call Committee received around eight
applications. Let’s face it, leading a downtown, mainline, protestant church is no
longer a “hot” job prospect. Still we received some good applications and interviewed
some candidates via zoom for those who were distant and others in person for those
who lived close. Our goal was to find someone whose style and personality fit that of
our Congregation so as to be compatible with our current membership and who had
some unique characteristics/experiences that could be drawn on to potentially attract
new members. One candidate immediately struck us as being “head and shoulders”
(figuratively, not figuratively AND literally as with Bruce!) above the others---Becky.
Oh, Becky’s story is unique, starting with her upbringing in Guyana (English speaking,
former British colony in northeast South America), college education starting at the
University of Toronto, dual citizenship of Canada and the U.S., starter of planted
churches, seminary professor/head of department, certified chaplain, professor and
chaplain of the year awards, etc., etc. But what most stood out was her clear, close,
calm connection with God (whom she is more than willing to grapple with) and people-
--ALL people. In the Committee’s strong opinion, she fits the personality and needs of
FCC.

Becky and her dear, dynamic spouse, Denise (who is also seminary trained and a
certified chaplain; together they are the parents of five adult children) met with Rev.
Bruce, the staff, and the Search Committee/Governing Board on Monday, May 18.
They spent three nights/four days in Muskegon; Michelle Kemp and Roy Portenga
gave them a tour of the Church and community.

Please feel free to ask any of the people just mentioned about what they felt about
Becky and Denise after meeting them. Please take time to listen to the following two
talks by Becky. Google Dr. Becky Emerson---South Florida to see her resume as a
professor. For the past four years, following her work as a professor (which she has
continued to do very part-time online; she’s still listed as a member of the faculty), she
has been working full-time as a hospital chaplain in Quincy, IL. More information will
be presented at the Congregational Meeting on June 14. Roy Portenga, Chair, FCC
Search and Call Com.

Below are links to Becky’s talks:

Salem UCC Church Service 11/9/2025
Welcoming Strangers




Our Church Family

Prayers are appreciated for continued healing for members and friends of
our church:

Those who suffer in silence. Those who are homebound. Those who are ill.
Those who are recovering from surgery. Those who are lonely.
Those who have moved. Those who have lost a loved one.

Congratulations to our graduates:

Jacob Bogan, son of Dave and Stacy Bogan and grandson of Mike and Cathy Saunders.
Jacob graduated from Dutch Fork High School in Irmo, SC and will be attending University

of South Caroline.

Heather Staal, daughter of Carolyn Spink, earned her PhD in Integrative Medical Sciences
from Western Michigan University. She is currently working for Corwell Health and next fall
she will become a researcher and Professor of Neurology at the Physical Therapy School at

Central Michigan University.

Brendan O’Donnell, grandson of Jackie and Robin Murphy, graduated from Hope College
with honors. Brendan has started a master's degree program at Michigan

State University for an Athletic Trainer degree. He played Lacrosse for Hope for the four
years he was there. The team went on to the NCAA D3 elite eight. It was a great season
for the team, the first time in the school's history. His family is Kerry, Brian, Keegan and

Molly O'Donnell.
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$ June Birthdays
S/

01 Barb Kartes

02 Jackie Murphy

03 Mike Collett

04 Eddie Jankowski

05 Fred Nicles; Shirley Albers

06 Ledrea Lewis; Joe Ryan Singerling
07 Erica Kelly

08 Dave Wikman

09 Roy Beetham; Abbie Rockwood;
Larry Doctor;

10 Katie Hendrickson
11 Kim Lemieux
12 Cyndy Novoselick; Henry Gasahl

13 Kaylin Foster

17 Zach Rummery;

18 Carol Beatty

20 Joe Dixon; Daphne Young

21 Cat Neal; Ben Rios

22 Peggy Scouten

23 Alex Forrest

25 Lauren Abdelkader; Bobby Lowe
26 Terry Wade; Sheyenne Bean

27 Nita Wikman; Caroline Schaub
28 David Abdelkader; Lorie Hawkins
30 Robyn Doctor; Marty Lalick



What’s Happening

Women’s Single Group

We will meet for lunch on Tuesday,June 2 at Lefty and Romo’s in North Muskegon. Please
sign up at the Welcome Center or call Judy D. at 734-478-3716. Newcomers are welcome.
Our next luncheon will be in September — have a great summer.

FCC’s Annual Meeting:

Sunday, June 14 following our worship service we will vote on the budget, vote on department
nominees, and be updated on the Search and Call progress. Members, please join us for this
very important meeting.

Tuesday Pantry

Tuesday is Food Pantry here at FCC We receive names with appointments from Love In The
Name of Christ. If you know of anyone in need of food please have them call Love at
231-773-3448 before Tuesday. If you would like to help some other way, we are collecting
canned goods on Communion Sundays (first Sunday of each month). Just put them in the
baskets in the Narthex. Many thanks!

Saturday Breakfast- June 27th

The last Saturday of each month we hold a Saturday Breakfast which is open to the
community. The Breakfast is from 9-10:30 am and is free to all. Please contact Donna Lachniet
at 231-740-1140 or just show up at 8:30 am if you are willing to volunteer. “Cowboy” offers a
Worship Service in our Chapel following the breakfast for any who would like to attend.

Saturday Garden

Bike Clinic will be held June13 from 9 am till noon at the garden. Congratulations! We're
grateful for the opportunity to partner with you and bring volunteers alongside your work in a
meaningful way.

Wednesday Volunteers are welcome to meet every Wednesday at 9 am to help keep our church
maintained. We then meet in the library for coffee and fellowship afterward.

3 C’s Exercise continues every Wednesday at 9:00 am. $3 per class in Fellowship Hall.

Eurythmy - For Individual and Community Well-being Restorative Movement classes for body
and soul Tuesdays, from 4:30 to 5:30 (once a week). Build vitality and connection through mindful,
low stress, fluid gestures. Wear loose clothing and soft soled shoes. We meet in the lower-level
Activity Room. Suggested donation: $10 each class. Barbara Bresette-Mills, Eurythmy therapist
and educator will run the classes. Please contact her at 512-417-4968 with questions.

Exercise Drumming Class continues on Thursdays at 9:00 am in Fellowship Hall.

Cookies for Sunday Fellowship

Those whose last names begin with the letters T through Z please bring cookies or treats during
the month of June. Homemade cookies are also appreciated as are Gluten free and/or sugar free
cookies or bars. Please indicate ingredients as we have many members who have allergies.
Many thanks.




Missions & Service News

We continue to feed our community by providing a Tuesday Food Pantry, a Saturday Breakfast
(June 27), and a monthly Mobile Food Pantry, Saturday June 6.

A Huge Thank You to our wonderful, faithful few volunteers who picked up 150, 30 pound
totes from the Postal Food Drive. They didn’t stop there; they sorted, tossed and shelved
all of it!

Member Care Dept. & Congregational Life Dept.

Thank you to our members and regular church attendees who had their pictures taken for the
directory. Last time for pictures is Sunday, June 14 from 10 am to 10:30 am in Fellowship
Hall.

Thank you to all who decorated the Fellowship Hall tables for Music Appreciation/Mother’s
Day. They were beautiful.

GSA

The Westshore GSA (Genders, Sexualities Alliance) youth group that is being supported by
the church and community is thriving. Our Westshore GSA meetings are held on Mondays,

at 7 — 8 pm throughout the summer. All are welcome! Follow us @westshore.gsa on Facebook
and Instagram. FCC will be marching in the Pride Parade and has a booth immediately
following the Parade at the Muskegon Pride Festival on Saturday, June 6, in Hackley Park.
Please sign up to participate in the parade and to take a shift at the booth on the signup sheet
at the welcome desk. FCC will have a special Pride Sunday at church on June 14. And,
singer-songwriter, Lori Jacobs, will perform a concert at FCC on Monday, June 29 at 7:30.

(g
Congregational Life Department ——

It's summer! We are sponsoring a Mini Golf Event at Putter’'s Creek on the Causeway on
Thursday, June 25, 2026 at 5:00 pm. This is open to all. The cost per game is:

Ages 4-9 $5/00; 10-61 $6.00 Military $6.00; 62+ $7.00

Norm’s ice cream is right next door so after golf we can cool off with a sweet treat if you wish.
Please sign up on the Mini-Golf sign up sheet at the Welcome Center. If you need financial
assistance please notate that on the sign up sheet.. We would love to have as many join this
event as possible.

Christian Education

Life-long Learning Sundays — How well does FCC meet Gulley’s challenge to become a “life-
affirming community?” (I/f the Church Were Christian, Ch. 2.) This activity-based session will
by pass theoretical discussions. Our focus will be on direct and honest appraisals of what
each of us needs more of and how we can better support each other. We will discuss
meeting in the summer. Please join us following worship service.

July Vacation Bible School will be held July 20-24
Wild West Adventure!




Minutes of Governing Board
Monday, May 18, 2026

Call to order 6:30 pm by Treasurer Deb Collett. (President out of state)
Opening prayer by Rev Mulder.

Motion to approve May 18 Governing Board Agenda was approved.
Motion to Approve April 20, 2026 Governing Board Minutes was approved by consensus.

Search and Call Report:

Roy Portenga did a presentation on the hiring process. The Governing Board me Becky
Emerson. Following that, they had a chance to ask the Search and Call Committee questions.

Treasurer’s Report:

Income exceeded expenses for operations by $10,913 for the month of April. We finished the
month of April with the bottom line at $4,416 above budget expectations. For cash flow
purposes in both April and May, we transferred the full YTD budgeted amount of Endowment
contributions to the General Operating Account. We are grateful for the generous gifts given
towards your pledged offerings, which meant we continue to be above budget expectations in
that category.

Status on contributions for Thermostat Campaign — No contributions were recorded in
April. Our total of $76,810 has been collected as of 04/30/2026. The goal is $200,000 by
October of 2028. Elisabeth will update and remind the Congregation of this ongoing
campaign on a Sunday in October 2026.

Motion to accept the April 30 Treasurer’'s Report and place on file was moved by Bonnie Lipan
and seconded by Marti Balgooyen. Motion approved as presented.

Motion to approve new membership of Bill Hassinger was moved by Sue Rummery and
seconded by Bonnie Lipan. Motion approved as presented.

Next Governing Board meeting will be held Monday, June 15, 2026 at 6:30 pm.
Meeting adjourned.

Our Annual Meeting will be held following worship service on Sunday, June 14, 2026.

We will have a report from Search and Call Committee, and members will be voting on our
budget for the next fiscal year as well as nominating and voting on Department members and
Governing Board Members.



PRELIMINARY MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT for April 2026

Current Month | Current YTD 2025-2026 2025-2026 2025-2026

Actual Actual YTD Budget |YTD Difference | Annual Budget

Pledged Offerings $20,968 $292,361 $283,485 $ 8,876 $ 341,440
Non-pledged Offerings $1,666 $16,585 26,763 $-10,178 30,773
Misc. Income $2,700 75,229 82,946 $-7,717 87,115
Operating Income Endow. $40,500 73,000 73,000 $ 80,000

0

Total Op. Income $ 65,834 $ 457,175 $ 466,194 $-9,019 $ 539,328
Total Op. Expenses $ 54921 $ 447,491 $ 460,926 $ - 13,435 $ 539,328
NET TOTAL: $ 10,913 $ 9,684 $ 5,268 $ 4,416 0

Income exceeded expenses for operations by $10,913 for the month of April. We finished the
month of April with the bottom line at $4,416 above budget expectations. For cash flow
purposes in both April and May, we transferred the full YTD budgeted amount of Endowment
contributions to the General Operating Account. We are grateful for the generous gifts given
towards your pledged offerings, which meant we continue to be above budget expectations in
that category. Thank you!

Gifts receipt - In April we received a total of $6,000, donated to FCC's 4 food programs
from the Community Foundation’s Greater Muskegon Service League Fund. The programs
benefiting from that grant are FCC’s weekly Emergency Food Pantry, FCC’s monthly Feeding
America Mobile Food Pantry, FCC’s Saturday Breakfast, and the Saturday Breakfast Garden.
We also received $792 from First Presbyterian Church’s co-sponsorship of the May and June
Mobile Food Pantries. FCC’s Westshore GSA group was awarded a grant of $2,500 from the
Community Foundation’s Love Is Love fund. An additional $267.50 was collected for the
Saturday Breakfast program in April. There were also contributions to our Minister’s
Discretionary Fund, Worship & Music Designated Fund, and Miscellaneous B&G Designated
Fund. (As of 05/08/2026), Deb Collett, Treasurer —

Our goal is to communicate to the FCC Family accurately. To that end, beginning January
1, 2026, these new guidelines go in effect. For printed announcements in Sunday’s
bulletin requests are to be made to either the Pastor or the Office Manager by Monday at
1 PM.

For an announcement in the weekly email requests are to be made to the Director of
Music by Wednesday at 6 PM.

For verbal announcements on Sunday morning requests are to be made to the Pastor by
Thursday at 5 PM.

For an announcement in the Pilgrim Post monthly newsletter all requests are to be made
to the Office Manager by the 3™ Wednesday of the prior month at noon (July. Post due
Junel?).



MON Jun 01
TUE Jun 02
WED Jun 03
THU Jun 04
FRI Jun 05
SAT Jun 06
SUN Jun 07

MON Jun 08
TUE Jun 09
WED Jun 10
THU Jun 11
FRI Jun 12
SAT Jun 13
SUN Jun 14

MON Jun 15
TUE Jun 16
WED Jun 17
THU Jun 18
FRI Jun 19
SAT Jun 20
SUN Jun 21

MON Jun 22
TUE Jun 23
WED Jun 24
THU Jun 25
FRI Jun 26
SAT Jun 27
SUN Jun 28

MON Jun 29
TUE Jun 30

June Lectionary

IT Peter 1:2-7; Psalm 91:1-2, 14-16Mark 12:1-12

IT Peter 3:12-18; Psalm 90:11-4, 10, 14, 16; Mark 12:13-17

IT Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12; Psalm 123:1-2; Mark 12:18-27

IT Timothy 2:8-15; Psalm 25:4-5, 8-10, 14; Mark 12:28-34

IT Timothy 3:10-17; Psalm 119:157, 160-161, 165-166, 168; Mark 12:35-37
IT Timothy 4:1-8; Psalm 71:8-9, 14-17, 22; Mark 12:38-44

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Genesis 12:1-9; Psalm 33:1-12
Romans 4:13-25; Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

I Kings 17:1-6 Psalm 121:1-8 Matthew 5:1-12

I Kings 17:7-16; Psalm 4:1-4, 6-7; Matthew 5:13-16

I Kings 19:20-39; Psalm 16:1-5, 8, 11; Matthew 5:17-10

I Kings 18:41-46; Psalm 65:1, 9-12; Matthew 5:20-26

I Kings 19:9, 11-16; Psalm 27:7-9, 13-14; Matthew 5:27-32

I Kings 19:19-21; Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-10 Matthew 5:33-37

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7;
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35-10:23

I Kings 21:1-16; Psalm 5:1-2, 4-6; Matthew 5:38-42
I Kings 21:17-29; Psalm 51:1-4, 9. 14; Matthew 5:43-48
IT Kings 2:1, 6-14; Psalm 31:19-20, 23; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
Sirach 48:1-14 (Apocrypha); Psalm 97:1-7, 12; Matthew 6:7-15
IT Kings 11:1-4, 9-18, 20; Psalm 132:11-14, 17-18; Matthew 6:19-23
IT Chronicles 24:17-25; Psalm 89:3-4, 28-33; Matthew 6:24-34
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17; Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39
IT Kings 17:5-8, 13-15, 18; Psalm 60:1-3, 5, 10-11; Matthew 7:1-5
IT Kings 19:9-1, 14-21, 31-36; Psalm 48:1-3, 8-10; Matthew 7:6, 12-14
IT Kings 22:8-13; 23:1-3; Psalm 119:33-37, 40; Matthew 7:15-20
IT Kings 24:8-17; Psalm 79:1-5, 8-9; Matthew 7:21-29
II Kings 25:1-12; Psalm 137:1-6; Matthew 8:1-4
Lamentations 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Psalm 74:1-7, 19-21; Matthew 8:5-17
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13; Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42
Amos 2:6-10, 13-16; Psalm 50:16-23; Matthew 8:18-20;
Amos 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Psalm 5:4-9a; Matthew 8:23-27

Thursday Emails  Join in on up to date FCC events and information. Also a
direct link to our on-line worship service. Just email michaelm@fccmuskegon.org
and ask to be put on our Thursday email.

Pilgrim Post _ Are you on the email list to receive our Pilgrim Post? Just let the

office know you would like to be emailed with a pdf copy. You can also email the
office at:fcc@fccmuskegon.org



