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1201 Jefferson Street, Muskegon, Michigan 49441 Email:  fcc@fccmuskegon.org  

Phone: 231-726-3254  Website:  fccmuskegon.org 

We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare of our 
community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey.  We welcome into 
our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic and social status, 
faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression, and sexual orientation.  We 
also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and joys 
of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love. 

 

 
 

Join us for Ash Wednesday Service 
February 18th at 6:30 pm. 
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LETTER FROM REV. BRUCE 
 

I know it doesn’t seem possible, but Ash Wednesday is just 
around the corner. This year it falls on February 18 and like all other 
years it kicks off a season the Church calls Lent.  

You won’t find anything in the Bible about either Ash Wednesday 
or Lent, but it’s an important time for the life of the Church. Early on in 
the Church, as the events of the crucifixion and resurrection became 
further away in the review mirror of history, the people of God started 
living lives of comfort and ignoring Jesus’ commands. Lent—the 40 
Days between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday—was an attempt by 
the early Church to draw us back to our roots, to remind us of who and 
whose we are.  Hence, its 40 days are based on the 40 years that 
Israel wandered in the wilderness before God led them into the 
Promised Land.  

For many of us, we probably best or most associate Lent with 
something we ‘give up’ for until Easter:  soda, candy, cookies … well, 
you get the idea. But the Lenten season is a time of renewal; a time to 
remind ourselves that we live and are solely reliant on the grace of 
God. Here’s another way of saying this:  it’s a time for us to get back 
to basics. In the same way you weed, fertilize and till the soil before 
planting so an abundant crop can be harvested, so in the Christian life 
we have to get back to the basics and remind ourselves that we are 
sinners, yet sinners who have been redeemed and are claimed in  
Jesus Christ. 

In this way, Lent is a gift; it’s a time to open our hearts, 
acknowledge our sin and receive the gift of Life from God’s mercy and 
grace, because God loves us so deeply and fully.   

 
May the peace of Christ be with you all, 
Pastor Bruce 

 
 
 
 



 
Our Church Family 

Prayers are appreciated for continued healing for members and friends of 
our church:    

Those who suffer in silence.  Those who are homebound.  Those who are ill.  
Those who are recovering from surgery.  Those who are lonely.  
Those who have moved.  Those who have lost a loved one. 
 

Our prayers and sympathy to the family of Frank Sundquist. Frank fought a 
courageous battle with cancer till his passing on January 20, 2026. Frank had been 
active in Building and Grounds and he and his good friend Curtis Summers kept our 
courtyard area looking beautiful. He was well respected in the community and was 
devoted to FCC. His service will take place Thursday, February 12, 2026, 11:00 AM at 
First Congregational Church UCC. Visitation will be held at Clock Funeral Home on 
Tuesday, February 10 from 4 to 6 pm.  
 

Cookies for Sunday Fellowship Those whose last names begin with the letters A 
through D please bring cookies or treats during the month of February. Homemade  
cookies are also appreciated as are Gluten free and/or sugar free cookies or bars.  
Please indicate ingredients as we have many members who have allergies. Thank you. 

 

Staying Updated: 
FCC Website: fccmuskegon.org 

Please check on the latest updates / activities at the church as well as church closing 
(weather) 

Thursday Emails 
Join in on up to date FCC events and information. Also a direct link to our on-line worship 
service. Just email michaelm@fccmuskegon.org and ask to be put on our Thursday email.  

Pilgrim Post Are you on the email list to receive our Pilgrim Post? Just email us the 
request at fcc@fccmuskegon.org or visit our website. Our website offers updated 
materials including the monthly post.  

 

 

01 Bonnie Lipan; Marti Balgooyen 
03 Jan Delaney 
05 Amik Veersingh 
06 Jane Clingman-Scott; Liz Buikema 
08 Donna Lachniet 
09 Kay Wallace; Ron Sweet;  
   Cindy Barnum-Steggerda 
12 Stephanie Baker 
13 Darlene Anacker 
14 Trina Jankowski 
15 Marty Ferriby 
16 Chrissy Obzut 

17 Robert McEwen 
18 Judy Hylen 
19 John Schaub; Pat Mercer 
20 Sandy Kieft; Julia Krause 
21 Hal Rummery; Judy Wilcox; Jim 
   Hylen; Marla Major 
23 Vivian Witmer 
24 Solee Clark  
25 Shawn Lawton; Tiernan Twining  
26 Sue Hicks-Rummery; Tom  
   Goodman 
28 Logan Kartes 

 

February Birthdays 

 



 
 

 

Women’s Single Group Women’s Single Group Luncheon on Tuesday, February 3 at 
Booyah’s Bar and Grill, 6022 Harvey, 1PM Sign up sheet is at the Welcome Center or call 
Judy Dewall D. at 734-478-3716. Newcomers are welcome. 
 

GSA The Westshore GSA (Genders, Sexualities Alliance) youth group that is being supported 
by the church and community is thriving.  Our Westshore GSA meets on Mondays, at 7pm.  
All are welcome! Follow us @westshore.gsa  on Facebook and Instagram. The Westshore 
GSA had a Lock-In on Friday Jan 9- Saturday Jan10. We had 17 youth and 5 chaperones. 
       

Tuesday Pantry Tuesday is Food Pantry here at FCC We receive names with appointments 
from Love In The Name of Christ. If you know of anyone in need of food please have them call 
Love at 231-773-3448 before Tuesday. If you would like to help some other way, we are 
collecting canned goods on Communion Sundays (first Sunday of each month). Just put them 
in the baskets in the Narthex. Many thanks! 
 

Saturday Breakfast Feb. 28th The last Saturday of each month we hold a Saturday Breakfast 
which is open to the community. The Breakfast is from 9-10:30 am and is free to all. Please 
contact Donna Lachniet or just show up at 8:30 am if you are willing to volunteer. “Cowboy” 
offers a Worship Service in our Chapel following the breakfast for any who would like to attend.  
 

Wednesday Volunteers are welcome to meet every Wednesday at 9 am to help keep our church 
maintained. We then meet in the library for coffee and fellowship afterward. 
 

3 C’s Exercise continues every Wednesday at 9:00 am. $3 per class in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Drumming Exercise Class every Thursday from 9:00 am to 10:00 am. $3 per class 
************************************************************************ 

Department News 

Christian Education: 
 

Job Fair — February 22, right after the service. Our church is at its best when each of us 
shares the gifts God has entrusted to us, and the upcoming Volunteer Job Fair is a simple, 
welcoming way to discover how you can be part of that shared work. Whether you have plenty 
of time or just a little, whether you know exactly where you want to serve or are simply curious, 
this fair will highlight meaningful opportunities that match real needs with real people. No 
pressure, no long-term commitment required—just a chance to learn, ask questions, and see 
how your skills, interests, and availability can make a difference. Your presence matters, and 
your involvement—however small it may seem—helps strengthen our community and our work 
together. 
 

The Great Brownie Bake-Off — also on February 22. (Coincidence?  You be the judge.) 
Ready to think beyond the box? Join our first-ever Great Brownie Bake-Off and surprise us 
with your most creative twist on a classic! Whether it’s a secret ingredient, an unexpected 
spice, or a bold flavor combination, unusual recipes are encouraged and celebrated. This is a 
fun, low-pressure chance to experiment, share, and reveal the hint of the wild child that still 
lurks in you.    

(CE news continues on next page) 

What’s Happening 



The Life-long Learning program has a new home. Our groups have grown too large for the 
library, yet we want to protect the important social time in the Fellowship Hall.  So we have 
moved downstairs into the former GSA room.  Here’s your new plan:  Swing by the 
Fellowship Hall to gather take-out coffee and cookies, follow the signs to either the stairs or 
the elevator, and join us at 11:45 for the program of the day. 
Here is the upcoming schedule:  
2/1 If the Church Were Christian, Chapter 1 
2/8 If the Church Were Christian, Chapter 3 
2/15 If the Church Were Christian, Chapter 4 
to be determined If the Church Were Christian, Chapter 10 
2/22 Job Fair & Brownie Bake-Off  
 Coming soon — Women’s History, a “Tour of the Organ” and more. 
********************************************************************** 
Mission And Services: 

Love In the Name of Christ of Muskegon County is FCC Mission of the Month in February. 

Love INC -Feb. 18 & 19 @ the Beardsley Theater- 6:00 P.M. FREE Music, games, & 
community impact progress. Call 740-8163 for more info & to reserve. 

North Muskegon Meijer will match Simply Give donations January through March. 

Feeding America Mobile Food Pantries have been coming to First Congregational 
Church for 20 years! 

Judy Clark Ochs reminded the Missions and Service Department that our church serves an 
average of 150 households at each Mobile distribution, and each truck carries about 10,000 
pounds of food that we share with our food-insecure neighbors.  Since FCC received its 
Health Department approval to be a distribution site in 2005, about 20 additional Mobile Food 
Pantry distribution sites have been added to help our food-insecure neighbors throughout the 
county.  Many of those sites also benefit from the help of Muskegon County Cooperating 
Churches’ “Crib” with its tables, paper work, and volunteer organizers.   

New volunteers are welcome to join us on ANY FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH (except 
holiday months of July and September when it’s a week later).  The help of 30-40 volunteers 
is needed from 9:30-11 a.m., and most of this good work happens in the church’s north parking 
lot.   

************************************************************************ 
Member Care Dept: 
We are asking our members to wear their Name Tags on Sundays. This is a great way to be 
able to put a face with a name.  Many thanks. 

Congregational Life Dept: 
Congregational Life will be starting to take pictures of members and their families after the 
church service on Sundays beginning February 8 through May to compile a new church 
directory. There will be a background board for the picture taking process in the back of the  
Fellowship Hall. This will not cost the members anything as we will be using an I-phone and 
printing the pictures at Meijer. There will be a new metal board in the Fellowship Hall where the 
members pictures will then be placed in alphabetical order and displayed. By June we hope to 
have completed this project and compile a new printed/picture directory from the office which 
then can be purchased by members at a minimal cost. We will also try and update the 
members email addresses and phone numbers at the time of the photographs.  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Meeting called to order 6:30 pm by President Clingman-Scott 

 

Opening prayer 

 

Approve Agenda 

Additions to the Agenda in New Business; Church Safety and Volunteer Job Fair 

Motion to approve January 19, 2026 Governing Board Agenda. Moved by: Pat Johnson 
Second: Rick Brott. Motion Approved  

 

Approval of Minutes of previous meeting 

Motion to approve December 15, 2026 Governing Board Minutes. Moved by: Deb Collett 
Second: Tom Linacre. Motion Approved  

 

President’s Report 

 

Minister’s Report: 

Endowment Committee recommends to the Governing Board that a withdrawal of Endowment 
funds invested at The Community Foundation for Muskegon County in the amount of $14,493 
be made, to pay Patron Construction for their work to install additional outdoor memorial 
garden columbarium spaces, a capital improvement recently completed, pursuant to Section 
2.2 (b) of the extant Endowment Fund Agreement for First Congregational Church of 
Muskegon. This would be paid from the Columbarium Board Designated Fund internal account 
and is therefore the decision of FCC’s Governing Board. Moved by: Pat Johnson Second: Rick 
Brott. Motion Approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report Motion to accept the December ,2025 Treasurer's Report and place on file 
Moved by: Scott Peterson Second: Rick Brott  Motion Approved.  

 

New Business 

A. Church Safety plans: Church Safety: After attending a meeting with law 

enforcement for churches. Rick would like to form a committee to create procedures for safety. 

B. Volunteer Job Fair: Steve is going to take the lead on a volunteer job fair. Departments 
would post the roles open on their committee. Send those to Steve Chapman so he can work 
on organizing it. 

 

Adjournment: 7:17 pm 

 

Next Meeting: February 16 ,2025 6:30 pm 

 

 

 

Minutes of Governing Board by Zoom due to winter storm 
January 19, 2026 



PRELIMINARY MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT for December 2025 
 

Current Month 
Actual 

Current YTD 
Actual 

2024-2025 
 YTD Budget 

2024-2025 
YTD Difference 

2024-2025 
Annual Budget 

Pledged Offerings $51,501 $188,356 $203,466 $ - 15,110 $ 341,440 

Non-pledged Offerings $1,293 $9,638 18,107 $ - 8,470 30,773 

Misc. Income 11,450 31,790 32,969 $ - 1,179 87,115 

Operating Income Endow. 0 32,500 32,500 $ 0 80,000 

 

Total Op. Income 

 

$   64,244 

 

$ 262,284 

 

$ 287,043 

 

$ - 24,759 

 

$ 539,328 

Total Op. Expenses $   42,326 $ 263,949 $ 277,880 $ - 13,930 $ 539,328 

NET TOTAL: $   21,918 $ -1,665 $ 9,163 $ - 10,828 $            0 

 
Income for operations exceeded expenses by $21,918 for the month of December. This was 
due primarily to the generous response to the year-end giving requested to close the pledge 
gap in our stewardship campaign. Thank you! We finished the month with the bottom line at 
$10,828 below budget expectations. 

Gifts receipt - In December we received a gift of $10,000 from the Shaw & Betty Walker 
Foundation, specified for unrestricted use where most needed. This gift was deposited as 
Miscellaneous Income in FCC’s budgeted funds per donor instructions. Food program 
donations included $550 for FCC’s food pantries, and $1,144 for our Saturday Breakfast 
program. December also saw additional donations for our annual Candlelight Concert of 
$2,047, bringing the total for Candlelight 2025 to $5,322. We also received a gift of $300 
for our ongoing Thermostat Endowment Funding campaign. 

 
(As of 01/08/2026, Deb Collett, Treasurer - ejm) 
 

Thermostat Endowment Funding Campaign: $76,710 collected as of 12/31/2025.  
The goal is $200,000 by October of 2028. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
February, 2026 

 

SUN Feb  01  FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15 

   I Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12 

MON Feb 02  II Samuel 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Psalm 3:1-7a; Mark 5:1-20 

TUE Feb 03  II Samuel 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30; 19:3; Psalm 86:1-6; Mark 5:21-43 

WED Feb 04  II Samuel 24:2. 9-17; Psalm 32:1-2, 5-7; Mark 6:1-6 

THU Feb 05  I Kings 2:1-4, 10-12; I Chronicles 29:10-12; Mark 6:7-13 

FRI Feb 06  Sirach 47:4-11 (Apocrypha); Psalm 18:30, 46, 49-50; Mark 6:14-29 

SAT Feb 07  I Kings 3:4-13; Psalm 119:9-14; Mark 6:30-34 

SUN Feb 08  FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 112:1-9; 

   I Corinthians 2:1-16; Matthew 5:13-20 

MON Feb 09  I Kings 8:1-7, 9-13; Psalm 132:6-10; Mark 6:53-56 

TUE Feb 10  I Kings 8:22-23, 27-30; Psalm 84:1-4, 9-10; Mark 7:1-13 

WED Feb 11  I Kings 10:1-10; Psalm 37:1-6, 30-31, 39-40; Mark 7:14-23 

THU Feb 12  I Kings 11:4-13; Psalm 106:3-4, 35-37, 40; Mark 7:24-30 

FRI Feb 13  I Kings 11:29-32; 12:19; Psalm 81:10-15; Mark 7:31-37 

SAT Feb 14  I Kings 12:26-32; 13:33-34; Psalm 106:6-7, 19-22; Mark 8:1-10 

SUN Feb 15  TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY  Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2 or Psalm 99; 

   II Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 

MON Feb 16  James 1:1-11; Psalm 119:67-68, 71-72, 75-77a; Mark 8:11-13 

TUE Feb 17  James 1:12-18; Psalm 94:12-15, 18-19; Mark 8:14-21 

WED Feb 18  ASH WEDNESDAY  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-17; 

   II Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:16, 16-21 

THU Feb 19  Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1:1-4, 6; Luke 9:22-25 
FRI Feb 20  Isaiah 58:1-9a; Psalm 51:1-4b, 16-17; Matthew 9:14-15 

SAT Feb 21  Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 1-6, 11; Luke 5:27-32 

SUN Feb 22  FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT  Genesis 2:15-17; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; 

   Matthew 4:1-11 

MON Feb 23  Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18; Psalm 19:7-9, 14; Matthew 25:31-46 

TUE Feb 24  Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 34:3-6, 15-18; Matthew 6:7-15 

WED Feb 25  Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 51:1-2, 10-11, 16-17; Luke 11:29-32 

THU Feb 26  Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25 (Apocrypha); Psalm 138:1-3, 7-8;  

Matthew 7:7-12 

FRI Feb 27  Ezra 18:21-28; Psalm 130:1-8; Matthew 5:20-26 

SAT Feb 28  Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Matthew 5:43-48 
   
 

 


