Sunday, September 26, 2021

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 26, 2021
By calling ourselves progressive Christians we mean that we are Christians
Who believe that following the path and teachings of Jesus can lead to an
Awareness and experience of the Sacred and the Oneness and Unity of all life.
First Point from “The Eight Points of Progressive Christianity”

ACOLYTES
WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY
PRELUDE
Hymn and Variation IV on NICAEA, by Piet Post

GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, we call you almighty, and you are,
But you show your power to us most especially
in your steadfast, loving-kindness. Help us to
learn that from you, and more and more to live it
in our lives. May we follow the example of Jesus,
who came to show us what that looks like,
and in whose name we pray.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 4:1-4, Matthew 15:1-9

T

hen Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was
famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God.’”

T

hen Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, “Why
do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash
their hands before they eat.” He answered them, “And why do you break
the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? For God said, ‘Honor
your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother
must surely die.’ But you say that whoever tells father or mother, ‘Whatever
support you might have had from me is given to God,’ then that person need
not honor the father. So, for the sake of your tradition, you make void the
word of God. You hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied rightly about you when he
said: ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me;
in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’”

CHORAL ANTHEM
Teach Me, O Lord, by Philip Stopford
Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.
Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall keep it with my whole
heart. Make me to go in the path of they commandments; for therein is my desire.
Incline my heart unto they testimonies, and not to covetousness. O turn away mine eyes
lest they behold vanity; and quicken me in thy way. O stablish thy word in thy servant,
that I may fear thee. Amen.
© 2013 Birnamwood Publications

DISMISSAL OF CONFIRMATION CLASS

MESSAGE
The Bible and How We Use It

*Those who wish may stand*

Sing Them Over Again to Me

*Those who wish may stand*

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
…ending with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
(Many Congregationalists in the early days felt that using the Lord’s Prayer
as a fixed part of worship was far too “liturgical.” The traditional form in
this Congregation uses “debts” and “debtors,” but you are free to join in
with whatever version you know.)

OFFERTORY THOUGHTS
Please place offerings in the stationary plates located in the
Narthex as you leave today, thank you!

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN
We Limit Not the Truth of God

*Those who wish may stand*

BLESSING AND SENDING
POSTLUDE
Variation V on NICAEA, by Piet Post
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Sanctuary Flowers
Today’s flowers are sponsored by Rick Brott
in memory of Jill Brott.

PLEASE NOTE:
CROP Walk is next Sunday. Not too late to pledge!
Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, October 17, 2021, following our
worship service in the sanctuary. This important meeting includes proposed changes in
our By-Laws (See red poster board at Welcome Center for the changes.)

Youth Worship: Primary through Middle School begins in class at 10:30 am (upstairs)
Confirmation students please attend church in the sanctuary through the Choral Anthem.
Please feel free to take this worship aid home or place in the recycle container
in the Narthex, thank you!

Today’s service is being live-streamed to our YouTube and
Facebook pages and will be available to view again any
time after the conclusion of the service.

Text to Give!

Please visit our website www.fccmuskegon.org for the
latest calendar information and
options to give online.

Scan this code for

All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

The Open and Affirming Covenant Process
Dear friends,
For some time now, we have been posting a copy of our proposed ONA Covenant both
electronically and on the back page of our printed Sunday bulletins. The Task Force
charged with moving us toward the adoption of that Covenant has staffed our Welcome
Center to answer questions and has arranged for speakers to share a little bit about it
in our worship service.
Our goal is to take what is already in our By-Laws and a part of our history as a
congregation and become intentional and explicit about walking the talk.
The Draft of that ONA Covenant reads:
We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of
Muskegon, care for the welfare of our community and welcome everyone, no
matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We welcome into our
community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability,
economic and social status, faith background, marital standing, family
structure, gender identity and expression, and sexual orientation. We also
invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow
together in faith and love.
Our intention is to present it to the congregation for adoption at the Congregational
Meeting schedule for October 17, 2021.
As we prepare for that we would like to hear more from you. Please fill out the form
below, and add your name and contact information, if you would like us to talk with you
in more depth.
………

……..

……..

……..

……..

……..

……..

/__ / Yes, I am in favor of this proposal.
/__ / No, I do not think this is a good thing.
/__ / I need more information. Please contact me.

Name __________________________________________________

Email or best phone number ________________________________

………

……..

……..

……..

……..

……..

……..

