Sunday, June 26, 2022

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 26, 2022
We ponder your steadfast love, O god,
in the midst of your temple.
Your name, O God, like your praise,
reaches to the ends of the earth.
Psalm 48:9-10

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY

PRELUDE
Suite Antique (IV. Waltz), by John Rutter
Dan Giacobassi, Flute

GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, in the rising of your Son,
death gives birth to new life.
Keep us focused upon your love,
that we may be spared both the
false hope of empty promises and
the burden of hopelessness and despair.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
O God, Our Help in Ages Past (vs. 1-4)

Text: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt, Tune: ST. ANNE, Attrib. William Croft (1678-1727)

*Those who wish may stand*

SCRIPTURE READING
Galatians 5:1, 13-15

F

or freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love
become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single
commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” If, however, you
bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one
another.

SPECIAL MUSIC
Suite Antique (III. Aria), by John Rutter
Dan Giacobassi, Flute

MESSAGE
GUIDED BY THE SPIRIT

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling

*Those who wish may stand*

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
…ending with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
(Many Congregationalists in the early days felt that using the Lord’s Prayer as a fixed
part of worship was far too “liturgical.” The traditional form in this Congregation uses
“debts” and “debtors,” but you are free to join in with whatever version you know.)

OFFERTORY INVITATION

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN

*Those who wish may stand*

I Want to Walk as A Child of the Light

BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE
Suite Antique (II. Ostinato), by John Rutter
Dan Giacobassi, Flute
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Thank you, Dan Giacobassi for sharing your time and talent with us this morning.
We have open Sundays for sanctuary flowers from July 24 through September 4.
Please contact Ann if you would like to sponsor. Cost is $35.
Please feel free to take this worship aid home or
place in the recycle container in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression,
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

