Pilgrim Post ≈
March 2022 Volume 22 Issue 3
1201 Jefferson Street, Muskegon, Michigan 49441 Email: fcc@fccmuskegon.org
Phone: 231-726-3254 Cell: 231-260-8559 Website: fccmuskegon.org
We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare of
our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression, and
sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.

Please Join Us!

Ash Wednesday Service
March 2, 2022
6:30 pm

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, March 20, 2022
Following worship service

Rev. Tim’s
r Letter
Dear Friends,
There are a couple of things I want to share with you this month.
The first is the retirement of our Facilities Manager, Rick Brott. He has been a friend to many
of you and remains a member of this congregation, so we hope to see him around from time to
time, but I wanted to take this opportunity to inform all of you of the change, and to recognize
and thank him for all he has done for FCC over the last few years. He will be missed both for
his humor and presence and for the wealth of knowledge about our systems that he carries
around in his head. Our Building and Grounds Department and other congregational leaders
are already working on envisioning the staffing structure that we need to put in place to fill the
gap.
The other is to share with you a piece written by one of our members, the Rev. Brewster
Willcox. Brewster retired from authorized ministry some years ago but has been an active
presence in our fellowship since moving to Muskegon, and he wanted to share some thoughts
about the Progress Pride flag we are flying on the Jefferson Street side of our building.

Why is our church flying the Pride Flag?
One thing we can always claim about our church is we are diverse! You can spot many
points of view, many personalities, many different-looking persons, any where you look among
our members. So the answer to why we have a Pride Flag outside our church door is
complicated. We have many diverse reasons for flying the “rainbow flag.” Some think we’ve
been open and affirming for years and years, why not say it to the world? Others would see it
as a challenge to our neighbors so see things the way we do. It might even attract some new
members, as well drive some away. Some others might just be thinking, “We could see it all
coming, so we might as well go along with the crowd.” There are some, no doubt, who still
don’t quite know what it’s all about and are waiting to find out.
Nevertheless, in spite of our diversity, the real answer to this question is it is the work
of the Holy Spirit among our people. It’s a mystery that has brought us all together around
this move to fly the flag of the LGBTQ people. We are, after all, a Christian Church. What
else could we do, following the One who affirmed the foreigner, children, tax collectors, lowstatus people, even sinners as his friends?
In spite of our diversity, this diverse church has become united in its effort to follow the
example of our Lord.
Now, of course, Jesus never said a word about gay people. It’s doubtful that sexual
orientation was ever an issue with anyone in his day. There is a lot that Jesus did not deal
with that are serious issues today. Did he talk about global warming? Did he wrestle with
the difference between democracy and socialism? Did he think about gun-control? Social
media? Quantum physics? Of course not. But what he did say to his followers is that, after
he was gone, they would be doing even greater things than they had seen him doing (John
14:12). Putting it in the idiom of our day, Jesus was confident that “God was still speaking.”
It’s up to us to apply the work of his Spirit to the challenges of our day. And it’s just seems
pretty obvious to us what Jesus would be saying today: “Black lives matter” “Gay pride” “Wear
a mask and get the vaccine,” And welcome those who are often over-looked and excluded! In
other words, Love your neighbor like yourself.
It’s not so hard to see it. It’s the doing it, that’s hard sometimes.
So we fly the flag. And do the very best we can, to live by it.

Grace and peace,
Rev. Tim

Our Church Family
Prayers are appreciated for continued healing for members and friends of our
church:
Those who suffer in silence. Those who are homebound. Those who are ill.
Those who are recovering from surgery. Those who are lonely.
Those who have moved. Those who have lost a loved one.

Sympathy and Prayers:
For family and friends of Joan Leder. Joan passed away Monday, February 7, 2022 at the age
of 91. She was born on November 26, 1930 to John and Hazel (Cashbaugh) Hutchinson and on
April 16, 1953 Joan married Arnold Leder. She was a lifetime member of First Congregational
Church and had served on various departments, past president of the Women’s Fellowship and
a member of Circle 15. She was a long time member of the Motet and Bell choirs. Joan was also
involved with many community organizations, and a former member of Hackley Hospital
Cherry Guild. She and Arnold loved to travel. Joan loved the arts and music and playing her
piano. She will be deeply missed by her family and a host of friends. Joan is survived by 5 sons,
Arnold (Linda) Leder II, Robert Leder, John Leder, Jeffrey Leder, Joel (Denise) Leder, and by 5
grandchildren, several nieces and nephews. A summer service will take place in the summer.
Memorials may be directed to FCC/Music Department or Hospice of North Ottawa.
For family and friends of Audrey Paxson. Audrey passed away on Tuesday, February 8, 2022 at
the age of 92. She was born in Bluffton, Indiana on February 18, 1929 to Elias and Rose
Gerber. On September 11, 1948, Audrey married Richard W. “Dick” Paxson and he preceded
her in death in 2005. In l988 they moved to Michigan. Audrey was an active member here at
FCC. She was a volunteer for Saturday Breakfast, greeter, faithful attendee. Audrey loved
being a wife, mother, Nana, and a good friend. She cherished having good fun with family and
friends. She always was positive and made you feel important. She is survived by her children
(Gwen (Brian) Fosse and J. Rick (Paul Jermann) Paxson, 3 grandchildren, and 7 great
grandchildren. A private family service was held at FCC February 18, 2022. Memorials may be
made to FCC or Love, INC.

March Birthdays
3

Betty Korbecki
Jerry Lahnala
5 Abbie Ginman
Brennan Kemp
7 Kristin Saunders
Nancy Sheridan
8 Laura Baessler
Wayne Kahrs
10 Noah Lucas
11 Jessica Krause
12 Emily Keene Bearden

15 Charlie Taylor
Brian Fosse
16 Heidi Rybak
17 Lorri Lemieux
18 Cathy Forrest
19 Christian Doctor
Fred Minnaar
21 Debbie Vanderwier
24 George Gasahl
25 Joanne Cochrane
26 Kurt Forrest

29 Karen Andrie
Karlene Arnst
Bill Hodges
Sue Mixer
John McBride
Elisabeth Major
30 Jon Lawton
Gerane McEwen
31 Jesse Miller
Bill Belden

KEEPING US CONNECTED:
FCC Prayer Connection
If you have a concern or joy that you would like prayers for please email our Prayer
Connection at: FCCPrayerConnection@gmail.com. Your request will be forwarded to all
that have requested to receive the prayer concerns. If you would like to receive the prayer
concerns, please go through the above email and request to be added to the list. Please let
us know if you do not want it published on our public website and Pilgrim Post We are
asking that information given in our public prayers be limited to very generic statements

MEATLESS MONDAYS
During Lent please join Mission and Services in a fundraiser to make a positive impact on
world hunger through Growing Hope Globally.
Simply eat meatless on Mondays and save what you would have spent on meat. At the
conclusion of Lent, turn your accumulated savings into a check to FCC and write Growing
Hope on the memo line or donate online to the Meatless Mondays link.
Together we can continue to make a difference in the lives of others as we observe this
holy season of Lent.
MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
First Congregational Church continues to address food insecurity in our neighborhood with
Mobile Food Pantry with distribution of products that come from Feeding America.
We ask for volunteers to help us on the first Saturday of each month. Please contact
Donna Lachniet if you can help us.
ST. PATRICK’S PARADE SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2022
Christian Education invites you to join them (young and old alike) as we join in the parade.
Please contact Holly Stewart for details or check our website.

Thank you for helping us do our part against spreading Covid by wearing your mask
to all activities, anywhere in the building.
PLEASE NOTE that during this recent surge in the pandemic, All activities, anywhere
in the building, are subject to additional COVID precautions and limitations as
requested by the church leadership until further notice. (This affects weddings,
funerals, outside groups or event, meetings, etc. and that during this covid surge,
the right of the church leadership to cancel, reschedule, or limit the number of
attendees at an event now supersedes all of our previous policies church event.)

Governing Board Minutes February 2022
Governing Board Meeting was called to order at President, Roy Portenga at 6:30 pm..
Opening Prayer given by Reverend Tim Vander Haar.
Approval of agenda by consensus.
Motion to approve the minutes with two corrections mad by Eddie Jankowski and seconded
by Shirley Albers, motion passed. The corrections are: This is the Governing Board, not the
Executive Board. Lora Swenson’s name is now correct.
President’s Report Rick Brott has now retired. A letter was sent to thank him for his
employment as the Building Manager. Roy Winegar made a motion to charge the Building
and Grounds Department to write a new job description for this position. Building and
Grounds will also be charged with acquiring a boiler maintenance service company. Motion
seconded by Donna Lachniet, motion passed.
Old Business None
Minister’s Report There will be an Ash Wednesday service. There will be a Maundy
Thursday service also.
Standing Committee Reports: No action needed from Finance or Endowment
Personnel- reviews will be taking place this week.
New Member Committee -Two directions are being discussed: 1-to focus on the
needs of the current congregation, and 2-how to attract new people. A mailer will be
sent out inviting people who live close to the church, through zip codes, inviting them
to our Easter Services.
Department Reports
Building and Grounds are charged with two tasks.
No action needed from other departments.
New Business
A Congregational Meeting will be held March 20, 2022 following church service.
Congratulations to Gillian Major. She is now a Certified ServSafe person.
Nominating Committee is beginning to move ahead toward elections.
Roy Winegar motioned that the Finance Committee be charged to create an
institutional plan for Stewardship and report recommendations back to the Board.
Shirley Albers seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Next Governing Board Meeting will be held March 21, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.

PRELIMINARY MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JANUARY 2022

Pledged Offerings
Non-pledged Offerings
Misc. Income
Operating Income Endow.
Total Op. Income
Total Op. Expenses
NET TOTAL:

Current Month
Actual

Current YTD
Actual

Current YTD
Budget

Current YTD
Difference

Annual Budget

$23,504
869
31,250
0

$ 223,256
8,889
49,791
0

$ 200,572
28,981
42,521
15,000

$ 22,684
- 20,092
7,270
- 15,000

$ 330,000
43,359
47,659
45,000

$ 55,624
$ 30,413
$ 25,211

$ 281,936
$ 254,673
$ 27,264

$ 287,074
$ 287,670
$ - 596

$ - 5,138
$ - 32,997
$ 27,859

$ 466,018
$ 466,018
$0

Income exceeded expenses for the month of January, as well as our fiscal year-to-date total. Pledged
offerings continued the trend of exceeding the monthly estimate. In addition, the Miscellaneous
Income category outperformed our budget expectations in January, with some planned annual gifts
coming in at a higher amount. Also, we have not needed any Endowment funds for cashflow, allowing
them to remain invested.
Actual expenses were lower than predicted in our Estimated Spending Plan in nearly every category or
department.
(As of 2/09/2022, Greg Scott, Treasurer - ejm)

Your articles, story ideas, comments, and suggestions
for the PILGRIM POST are most welcome!
POST DEADLINE IS THE THIRD WEDNESDAY
OF THE MONTH:
April Issue, March 16, 2022
Please submit article ideas in writing, including your name
and a telephone number where we can reach you if we
have questions. You can send articles as email
attachments to fcc@fccmuskegon.org, or deliver hard
copy to the church office. All articles are edited for clarity,
length, and consistency of style unless the author
specifically requests otherwise.
Questions? Please let me know!
Ann Taylor 231-726-3254

We wish to stay Connected:
with our members and friends:
phone, email, address changes
Please remember to let us know
when your address changes within
the area or when you transfer to a
winter home. We want to keep in
touch! An updated directory for our
members should be out by midmonth.
Thank you!
Church Office—231-726-3254

March 2022 Lectionary
TUE Mar 01
TUE Mar 01 I Peter 1:10-16; Psalm 98:1-4; Mark 10:28-31
WED Mar 02 ASH WEDNESDAY Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-17;
II Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:16, 16-21
THU Mar 03 Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1:1-4, 6; Luke 9:22-25;
FRI Mar 04 Isaiah 58:1-9a; Psalm 51:1-4b, 16-17; Matthew 9:14-15
SAT Mar 05 Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 1-6, 11; Luke 5:27-32
SUN Mar 06 FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT Joyful Path, Unit 5 - Search for Understanding:
Lesson 24, “Infinite Possibilities in Each Moment”
Luke 4:1-13; Matthew 19:26; James 5:16
MON Mar 07 Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18; Psalm 19:7-9, 14; Matthew 25:31-46
TUE Mar 08 Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 34:3-6, 15-18; Matthew 6:7-15
WED Mar 09 Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 51:1-2, 10-11, 16-17; Luke 11:29-32
THU Mar 10 Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25 (Apocrypha; Psalm 138:1-3, 7-8; Matthew 7:7-12
FRI Mar 11 Ezra 18:21-28; Psalm 130:1-8; Matthew 5:20-26
SAT Mar 12 Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Matthew 5:43-48
SUN MAR 13 SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT Joyful Path, Unit 6 - Peace and Justice: Lesson 14,
In Stillness I experience peace of spirit and know my true self.
Psalm 46:10; Mark 4:39; John 14:27
MON Mar 14 Deuteronomy 9:4b-10; Psalm 79:8-9, 11, 13; Luke 6:36-38
TUE Mar 15 Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Psalm 50:8-9, 16-17, 21, 2; Matthew 23:1-12
WED Mar 16 Jeremiah 18:18-20; Psalm 31:4-5, 13-15; Matthew 20:17-28
THU Mar17 Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1:1-4, 6; Luke 16:19-31
FRI Mar 18 Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13, 17-28; Psalm 105:16-21; Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46
SAT Mar 19 Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Psalm 103:1-4, 8-12; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
SUN Mar 20 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT Joyful Path, Unit 5 - Search for Understanding:
Lesson 22; Opening our Hearts in Prayer
Luke 11:9-19; John 6:27
MON Mar 21 II Kings 5:1-15; Psalm 42:1-2; 43:3-4; Luke 4:24-30
TUE Mar 22 Daniel 3:25, 44-43 (Apocryphal additions; Psalm 25:4-9; Matthew 18:21-35
WED Mar 23 Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Psalm 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; Matthew 5:17-19
THU Mar 24 Jeremiah 7:23-28; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9; Luke 11:14-23
FRI Mar 25 Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 81:6-11, 14, 17; Mark 12:28-34
SAT Mar 26 Hosea 6:1-6; Psalm 51:1-2, 16-19; Luke 8:9-14
SUN Mar 27 FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT Joyful Path, Unit 6 - Peace and Justice:
Lesson 16; Practicing Humility
Philippians 2:3-4; Proverbs 11:2; John 13:14-15
MON Mar 28 Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 30:1, 3-5, 10-12; John 4:43-54
TUE Mar 29 Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; Psalm 46:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; John 5:1-16
WED Mar 30 Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalm 145:8-9, 13-14, 17-18; John 5:17-30
THU Mar 31 Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 106:19-23; John 5:31-47

