
  

Sunday, December 17, 2023 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 17, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE 
 
 
 

GATHERING PRAYER 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O God, 
and come among us with great might. 

As we welcome you, 
fill us with the joy of your saving presence 

that we may be in word and in deed 
the bearers of Good News 
which you call us to be. 

This we ask through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 



OPENING HYMN 
 

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

 
 

*Those who wish may stand* *Those who wish may stand* 

 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Psalm 126 
 

hen the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 
dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue 
with shouts of joy; then it was said among the nations, “The Lord 

has done great things for them.” The Lord has done great things for us, and 
we rejoiced. Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the 
Negeb. May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those who go 
out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of 
joy, carrying their sheaves.  

 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM 
 

Rejoice, O Judah, and in songs divine,  
with cherubim and seraphim harmonious join. 

 
Chorus: 

Hallelujah, amen.  
O Judah rejoice! In songs divine,  

with cherubim and seraphim harmonious join.  
Hallelujah, amen! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE 
 

SHOUTS OF JOY 

 

 

 

W



HYMN 

 

Rejoice You Pure in Heart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edward H. Plumptre 
 

*Those who wish may stand* *Those who wish may stand* 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

. . . ending with the Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 
OFFERTORY INVITATION 

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

 



CLOSING HYMN 
My Heart Sings out with Joyful Praise 

 

 
 
 

*Those who wish may stand* *Those who wish may stand* 



BLESSING AND SENDING 
 
 

POSTLUDE 

 
 
 

 

Today’s Service 
 

Rev. Tim Vander Haar  Senior Minister 
Dr. Michael Match  Music Director 
John Mattson      Organist 
The Motet Choir  Leaders of Song 
John Scheid   Guest Soloist 
Bonnie Lipan    Liturgist/Prayers of the People 
The Wiles Family & Deb Vanderwier Advent Readers 
Blake Filius      Audio and Video  

 

 
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828 

 

Altar Flowers are sponsored by Rick Brott and Barbara in honor of our church family. 
 

Westshore GSA Youth Group will be meeting on Monday, Dec. 18th. from 7 to 8 pm. 
 

Please join us for Muskegon Chamber Choir Concert today at 3:00 pm. 
 

We hope to begin the No Name monthly dinners in January and we’re looking for 
individuals/couples willing to serve as hosts who will select the restaurant. In the past 
this event has been held on the second Thursday of the month. Interested individuals 

can sign up at the welcome center or contact the church office for more details. 

The Women’s Single Group will meet at the Valkyrie Restaurant at the 4 corners in  
North Muskegon on January 2, 2024, at 1 PM. 

A signup sheet is in the welcome center or contact Judy Dewall.   

Cookies for Sunday Fellowship - Those whose last names begin with the letters 
E through J please bring cookies or treats during the month of December.  

Gluten free and/or sugar free cookies are also appreciated.  

First Congregational Church, UCC is an Open and Affirming Community 
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare 
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We 
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic 

and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression, 
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments, 

responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.” 
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21  


