Sunday, November 27, 2022

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
November 27, 2022

ACOLYTES
WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY
PRELUDE
Prepare the Royal Highway, by Paul Manz

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
God grant that the candles of this wreath may remind
us that your Anointed One comes into the world
as a light shining in the darkness,
a light that darkness cannot comprehend or overcome.
Amen.
LIGHTING THE FIRST CANDLE OF ADVENT
GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God of hope, we come before you in a world that so often
gives little reason for hope. Help us look beyond the noise
and uncertainty and see the signs of your presence.
As people of hope may we discover where you are at work,
and how we might join in. This we ask in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

*Those who wish may stand*

SCRIPTURE READING
Amos 5:24; Jeremiah 1:6-10; Matthew 7:12

B
T

ut let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an
everflowing stream.

hen I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak,
for I am only a boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only
a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak
whatever I command you, Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to
deliver you, says the Lord.” Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my
mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now I have put my words in your mouth.
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and
to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”

I

n everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is
the law and the prophets.

CHORAL ANTHEM
Choral Fanfare for Christ the King, by H. Hamilton Smith
He shall rule from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth.
All kings shall pay him homage. All nations shall serve him. Alleluia.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not be taken away.
And his kingdom shall not be destroyed. Alleluia!
© 1981 by GIA Publications, Inc.

MESSAGE
BEING A PROPHET

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
Watcher, Tell Us of the Night

*Those who wish may stand*

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(After each petition)
Leader: Lord, in your mercy,
All: Hear our prayer.
…ending with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
(Many Congregationalists in the early days felt that using the Lord’s Prayer as a fixed part of worship was
far too “liturgical.” The traditional form in this Congregation uses “debts” and “debtors,” but you are free
to join in with whatever version you know.)

OFFERTORY THOUGHTS

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN
We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations

*Those who wish may stand*

BLESSING AND SENDING
POSTLUDE
Savior of the Nations, Come, by Paul Manz
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Missions and Service Mission of the month is The Christmas Fund.
Please join us for our Candlelight Concert on December 11 at 7:00 p.m.
Our Youth Christmas Pageant will be held during the
December 18 worship service.
Members, an update sheet for the directory is now available at the Welcome Center.
Please feel free to take this worship aid home or
place in the recycle container in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for
the welfare of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are
on life’s journey. We welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental
and physical ability, economic and social status, faith background, marital standing, family
structure, gender identity and expression, and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in
the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our
congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

