Sunday, October 2, 2022

October 2, 2022
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

ACOLYTES

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY

PRELUDE
The Modal Trumpet, by Frederick Karam

GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, on this World Communion Sunday give us
grace to recognize your reflection in the eyes
of others. Give us a mind to accept,
and even appreciate, our differences, and a
heart big enough to love your children everywhere.
In celebrating the table you have set for us,
may we be reminded that in your presence
there is room for all.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
Heaven and Earth, and Sea and Air

*Those who wish may stand*

SCRIPTURE READING
Isaiah 55:10-12; Luke 6:12; Mark 6:30-32

F

or as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not
return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth
and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall
my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for
which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of
the field shall clap their hands.

N
T

ow during those days he went out to the mountain to pray; and he
spent the night in prayer to God.

he apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had
done and taught. He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all
by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going,
and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a
deserted place by themselves.
CHORAL ANTHEM
Ye Shall Go Out With Joy, by Norah Duncan
Rusty Gallas and Askley Klaassen, soloists

Ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth in peace: the mountains and the hills will break into songs
before you, and trees of the field will clap their hands in praise to the Lord,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it.
Ev’ry valley shall be raised, and mountains be made low, the crooked straight, and the rough places
plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. Ye shall go out…
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be healed, the lame will leap like a
deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. Ye shall go out…
The mountains and hills shout for joy! The seas and the rivers shout for joy! The blind and the lame
shout for joy! Prepare ye the way of the Lord! Prepare ye with joy!
Text and Music by Norah Duncan IV, © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc.

MESSAGE
“Come ye apart and rest awhile”

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
Standing in the Need of Prayer

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

*Those who wish may stand*

OFFERTORY INVITATION
OFFERTORY MUSIC
One Bread, One Body, Arr. by Jack Schrader
DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER
Meaning of the Sacrament
Communion Prayer
Sanctus

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
(Many Congregationalists in the early days felt that using the Lord’s Prayer as a fixed part of
worship was far too “liturgical.” The traditional form in this Congregation uses “debts” and
“debtors,” but you are free to join in with whatever version you know.)

Sharing the Bread and Cup

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN
In the Midst of New Dimensions

*Those who wish may stand*

BLESSING AND SENDING
POSTLUDE
Psalm XIX, by Benedetto Marcello
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We have many open dates this fall and winter for altar flowers.
Please contact Ann Taylor to sign up. The cost is $35.
You may take the arrangement home with you following the worship service.

Please feel free to take this worship aid home or
place in the recycle container in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression,
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

