Sunday, September 25, 2022

September 25, 2022
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

ACOLYTES

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY

PRELUDE
Processional on “Westminster Abbey,” by Robert Wetzler

GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Gracious God, your power is shown
in your mercy and forgiveness.
Grant us grace to let that shine through all we do,
and when that is difficult,
give us the wisdom to pause and
reflect before we respond.
This we ask through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

*Those who wish may stand*

SCRIPTURE READING
Leviticus 23:23-25; Micah 7:19b; Luke 10:8-12

T

he Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the people of Israel, saying:
In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe
a day of complete rest, a holy convocation commemorated with
trumpet blasts. You shall not work at your occupations; and you shall
present the Lord’s offering by fire.

H
W

e will again have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities
under foot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.

henever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is
set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The
kingdom of God has come near to you.’ But whenever you enter a
town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even
the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against
you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ I tell you, on that
day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town.

CHORAL ANTHEM
Grant Us Thy Peace, by Felix Mendelssohn
Grant us thy peace, Almighty Lord, Thou Source of every blessing!
Feeble and frail, trust we Thy word, All things in Thee possessing.
In Thee is our hope and safety.

MESSAGE
DAYS OF AWE

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
There is a Balm in Gilead

*Those who wish may stand*

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
…ending with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
(Many Congregationalists in the early days felt that using the Lord’s Prayer as a fixed
part of worship was far too “liturgical.” The traditional form in this Congregation uses
“debts” and “debtors,” but you are free to join in with whatever version you know.)

MOMENT FOR MISSION
Crop Walk 2022

OFFERTORY

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN
Let there Be Peace on Earth

*Those who wish may stand*

BLESSING AND SENDING
POSTLUDE
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BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE
Toccata in Seven, by John Rutter
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We are taking altar flower sponsorships for most Sundays in October.
Please contact the office if you would like to sponsor. The cost is $35.
Members, please join us for a Congregational Meeting
following our worship service this morning.

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression,
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

