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SAVE THE DATES 

Homecoming Sunday:  September 12, 2021 

Christian Education will begin classes! Primary through Middle School will begin 
at 10:30 a.m., Confirmation students will attend church in the sanctuary 
through the Scripture Reading. Rev. Tim will then dismiss you to class. 

We are so happy to have you back!! Please wear your mask!  

Our Choir will return on this special day. They have masks in  
place and a song to sing! Welcome back-we have missed you! 

Thank you to our Congregational Life Department members. They 
will be handing out an individually wrapped ice cream treat to you as you  

exit through the main parking lot doors, following our service. They will be at 
the doors (or just outside the doors by the main parking lot). 

Treats sponsored by Christian Education Department. 

Golf Outing:  September 19, 2021  
Join us at Chase Hammond at 3:00 pm  

No meal-no prizes. 
$15 with a cart. Please sign up at church or contact Tom Witmer. 

Crop Walk:  October 3, 2021 

The Crop Walk has returned! Kick off begins after Labor Day. 
Walkers are invited to pick up their pledge sheet 

in the church lobby or if it is a non Sunday, the church office will have some 
pledge sheets available to sign up your pledgers. 

You may donate on CropWalk link 
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/muskegonmi ), or you may 

give to the walker(check made payable to CropWalk NOT FCC). 

Congregation Meeting:  October 17, 2021 

We have a few By-Law changes to present and vote on. This meeting will be 
held following that Sunday’s service.  



LETTER FROM PASTOR TIM 
 

Dear friends, 
 

One of our members, Eddie Jankowski, has asked to share this in our Pilgrim 
Post. Even though he and Trina have been living in Muskegon and an important 
part of our church family for a decade and a half, anyone who has heard him 
“tawk” about his beloved Yankees know why most of those who know him call 
him simply, “New York.” 
Grace and Peace,                                                                                                                        
Rev. Tim 
 
My Journey, The 20th Anniversary of September 11, 2001 
By Eddie Jankowski 
 
This year marks the 20th anniversary of September 11, 2001 terrorist attack on 
my beloved city New York, the Pentagon, and a filed in Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania. 
September 11 changed my life forever, not just as a fellow New Yorker, but 
also as an American. I was a senior in high school and my wife Trina was at 
home with her mother. When we learned a plane had crashed into the World 
Trade Center it was a complete shock for everyone that was around. We didn’t 
know what was happening, but when the second plane hit, we knew that we 
were under attack. 
Instantly, the brave men and women of the New York City Fire Department and 
the New York City Police Department rushed into the towers to save lives and 
try to get people to safety. 
We will forever remember those who lost their lives on that day as well as the 
NYPD, the New York City Fire Department, and the Port Authority workers. We 
will never forget you and we always keep you all in our hearts. 
As the 20th anniversary approaches, I reflect on how America bonded together 
as one nation under God. New Yorkers became stronger than ever. 
Twenty years have passed, and our country is divided over politics. We need to 
get back to the way it was when our country became one nation under God. 
As for me and Trina, 20 years have changed a lot for us. We still love our city. 
Even though the pandemic may have slowed us down, we will still bounce back 
as a city and a country stronger than ever. 
I would like to thank Pastor Tim for letting me share my thoughts with you. I 
appreciate the opportunity not only as a church member but as a New Yorker. 
God Bless! 
                                                                                                                             
Eddie Jankowski, fellow New Yorker. 
 



Our Church Family 
Prayers are appreciated for continued healing for these members and friends 
of our church:  
Zach R as he faces multiple surgeries due to an accident.  
Those who suffer in silence.               Those who are homebound. 
Those who are ill.                         Those who are recovering from surgery. 
Those who are lonely.                     Those who have moved. 
 

A Celebration of Life Service for Elsa Lowe will be held in FCC’s Fellowship Hall on  
Saturday, Septemeber 4, 2021 at 1:00 pm. You are invited to attend.  
 
 
 
 
 

01 Joanne Blakkan 
04 Rocky Decker 
 Gwen Fosse 
 Andrea Rockwood 
06 Gail Jones 
 Fritz Schoonover 

Stephanie Thommen 
08 Jordan Chambers 
 Joyce Lemieux 
09 Don Duffey 
 Pat Pimley
 Lachlan Twining 
11 Loretta Bonsall 
 Chris Rahn 

12 William Ferriby 
13 Joshua Kartes  
 Barb Klingenmaier 
15 Carol Thompson 
16 Rebecca Andrie 

Katherine Johnson 
Laura Wiles 

17 Donna Apple 
Susan Blakey 
Allison Keessen 

20 Lincoln Wiles 
21 Roy Portenga 
22 Martha Barnett 
 Mark Bednarczyk 
23 Bob Bouwkamp 

 Suzi Cress 
24 Cheri Bouwkamp 

Meghan Lawton 
Jak Mercer IV 

 Andy Netzler 
 Betty Vanderweele 
25 Margo Atwell 
26 Margaret Hart 
27 Kristyn Anacker 
28 Scott Lachniet 
 Barb Wenk 
29 Paul Krause 
30 Gene Hathaway 

 

PRAYER CONNECTION 

If you have a concern or joy that you would like prayers for please email our Prayer 
Connection at: FCCPrayerConnection@gmail.com, Your request will be forwarded to 

all that have requested to receive the prayer concerns. If you would like to receive the prayer 
concerns, please go through the above email and request to be added to the list. Please let us 
know if you do not want it published on our public website and Pilgrim Post We are asking that 
information given in our public prayers be limited to very generic statements such as, “We 
have been asked to pray for healing (or for other joys and concerns – work or family, an 
anniversary, etc.)” The exceptions would be that we have a request from the person being 
prayed for to include more information OR if the prayer is meant to include information that is 
already public, such as condolences to the family and friends of the deceased and details about 
the time and place of a funeral, and so on. May we continue to lift up our prayers, both of joy 
and concern, for our members and friends, but in ways that care about their welfare and their 
right. 

September Birthdays 



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES 

  Can You Help Us With A Puzzle? 

Member Care is updating records for a printed directory of members. 
Please let us know if your information has changed since our last directory 

ie: address change, new addition, land line disc., etc. We need for our meeting on 
September 20. Thank you! Please call the church office with the updates. 

MISSION AND SERVICES: 

My, how fast this summer is passing. We have one Mobile Food Truck left for this Fall. 
Thank you to all who participated by volunteering at the Feeding America Mobile 
Food Trucks. Final Food Truck schedule October 2,2021, at 10 a.m. Twenty 
volunteers need to be committed for each date and will be coordinated by Donna 
Lachniet (DGL2846@aol.com, 231-798-7771, or 231-740-1140). For some dates, a 
partnering organization will supply about 10 helpers to supplement regular Saturday 
Breakfast volunteers.  

Volunteer guidelines: Arrive at FCC one hour before the stated time, park across 
from the church's front entrance at 1201 Jefferson St. and expect to stay through 
parking lot clean-up. Wear appropriate hat, mask, sturdy close-toed shoes, and 
weather-related clothing. Bring your own water bottle and lawn chair if needed for 
waiting time. During the Covid 19 Pandemic, food boxes are assembled by volunteers 
and placed in the drive through vehicles or handed to the pedestrian guests. Muskegon 
County Cooperating Churches' Crib and its drivers supply the set-up tables, gloves, 
registrars, and handle the traffic logistics.  
 

CROP HUNGER WALK OCTOBER 3RD 
Our annual CROP Hunger walk takes place on Sunday, October 3rd.  We hear 
daily about the needs for food all around the globe as well as in our own 
communities.  Church World Services is our outreach program for disaster 
relief.  Locally, Muskegon Crop Walk receives a portion of the money raised 
which is distributed to Mission for Area People, Community enCompass, and 
FCC/UCC’s Saturday Breakfast Garden.   
 

For those who wish to walk: 
1.  Packets will be available in the church lobby after Labor Day. 
2.  A lunch will be provided at the church after the service and before the walk. 
3.  Please collect donations and be ready to turn them in on walk day.   
     Prizes will be awarded for most $$$ collected!                    
For those who wish to donate:  
1.  Walkers will be at church on Sundays to receive your pledge.          
2.  Contact the church office for pledge information.  
For Walkers and Donors: 
Go on-line to:  https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/muskegonmi 
Thank you for your support!! 
 

FCC CROP WALK TEAM  
 
     Please see page 7 for more announcements! 

 



 

Governing Board Minutes August 16, 2021 
 

Meeting was called to order at 6:38 by President Roy Portenga. with an opening prayer by Rev. 
Tim Vander Haar. 

Agenda approved with addition of ONA under New Business. It was moved by Roy Winegar, 
seconded by Shirley Albers. 

Minutes were approved with addition to accept new policy and revisions as presented. Moved 
by Shirley Albers and seconded by Barb Wenk.by consensus (see personnel policies attached). 

President Report – Donna Lachniet agreed to be Vice President. Roy Portenga moved to elect 
Donna, seconded by Shirley Albers, motion passed. 

Old Business- Proposed spending Plan possibly needing $45,000 from Endowment instead of 
$40,000. A Stewardship Committee has been set up. Bruce Hood, Tom Williams, Jon Witmer, 
and Charlotte Chessman will be on this committee. Roy Portenga will contact this committee 
for updates. 

Minister Report – Masks are now required whether vaccinated or not until Muskegon County 
goes back to a moderate or low level of transmission. The choir will start when it is safe. 
Michael is working very hard with guidance from the Worship and Music Department. CE is 
also returning to the classrooms when they feel it is safe.   

Homecoming Sunday is September 12, 2021. 

Treasurer Report – Income and spending is usually high in July due to bills that are due at 
that time of year and prepaid pledges that get added to income.  
Department Reports - CE as written, no actions needed. CE and Congregational Life will 
hand out ice cream treats, individually wrapped, on homecoming Sunday. Member Care - 
they will alternate who attends Governing Board meetings. Welcome center will be hosted by 
CE in September, Congregational Life in October. Charlotte Chessman will be the chair. A new 
directory is being made, in house. Information is being received and printed as most accurately 
as it can be. Mission and Service -Crop Walk is October 3. They will walk past the new 
garden. Possibly offering food or drink to walkers. They will renew moments of mission. 
Saturday Breakfast needs a safe serve certification person. Raised flower beds were an Eagle 
Scout Project. Worship and Music - looking into silicone inserts for masks. Discussions 
ongoing about communion with no decision at this time. Will start choir when it's deemed safe 
for all. 
 
President Roy Portenga really appreciates all the work done by the departments during this 
challenging time. 
 
New Business – New amendments from last year, asked to make notes of 3.22, 2.5, and 6.6 was 
deleted and noted. 
ONA (Open and Affirming Covenant). It was recommended that the printed statement be 
included in the Pilgrim Post as well as the bulletins. ONA will be on the agenda at the 
Congregational Meeting in October. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm. 
Next meeting is scheduled for September 20, 2021, at 6:30 pm. 
 



 
 

PRELIMINARY MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT for July 2021  
 

 
Current Month 

Actual 
Current YTD 

Actual 
Current YTD 

Budget 
Current YTD 

Difference 
Annual Budget 

 
Pledged Offerings 

 

$36,959 

 

$ 36,959 

 

$ 33,040 

 

$ 3,919 

 

$ 330,000 

Non-pledged Offerings 608 608 3,816 - 3,208 43,359 

Misc. Income 907 907 607 300 47,659 

Operating Income Endow. 0 0 0 0 45,000 

 

Total Op. Income 

 

$   38,474 

 

$ 38,474 

 

$ 37,463 

 

$ 1,012 

 

$ 466,018 

Total Op. Expenses $   36,799 $ 36,799 $ 52,180 $ - 15,381 $ 466,018 

NET TOTAL: $   1,676 $   1,676 $ - 14,717 $ 16,393 $ 0 

 
Income exceeded expenses for the month of July, the first month of our fiscal year. Pledges exceeded 
the monthly estimate, largely due to just under $7,000 in prepaid pledges received during the prior 
fiscal year being transferred to operating income this month. Expenses were lower than estimated in 
every category and department. 

(As of 8/11/2021, Greg Scott, Treasurer - ejm) 
 

     CONTINUED ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Christian Education: 
 

Holly Stewart, Director of Christian Education is reaching out to the congregation to see who may 
have taken home some wooden figurines to paint.  Please contact her for an update. Thank you. 
 

We have a parade coming up September 11 for the Roosevelt Park Days. Please contact Holly 
Stewart if you and your children/youth are willing to be a part of the parade /or with any questions. It 
is a lot of fun! We will have a banner. 
 

Building and Grounds 
We are looking for help on Wednesday mornings for a few hours each week to help with yard work, 
sprucing up in the building. Please contact Rick Brott or Tom Williams with any questions. We 
gather at 9:00 am and done usually by 11:00 am. That time doesn’t work? Contact one of them and 
give them a time you would be available, and they will have a project for you.  Many thanks! 

 

Thank You 
A special thank you to Shirley Buikema and Barb Bates-Lalick 

for decorating the Display Case in our lobby.  
What a warm welcome!! 

 
 



The Open and Affirming Covenant Process 
 
From the beginning, this congregation has sought to be welcoming and inclusive of all. 
Sometimes we have done a better job of that than we have at others, but it is a part of 
our heritage of which we can be proud. 
 
More than a decade ago, we held a series of discussion groups and meetings at which 
we discussed what it means to be a people of extravagant welcome who can say and 
mean that phrase which has often been printed on the cover of our bulletins: 
 
 No matter who you are, 
 or where you are on life’s journey,  
 you are welcome here. 
 
At the end of that process, we adopted a few tweaks to the language about 
Membership in our By-Laws to make even clearer what we have intended for a very 
long time: In approving persons for membership, no discrimination by race, age, 
gender, identity, sexual orientation, or national origin shall be tolerated. (Article 2, 
Section 1)  
 
Since then, a number of members stumbled onto us who have said it would have been 
a lot easier if they’d have a way to identify us without having to work so hard to find 
us. And so, we are working through the checklist to be listed as an Open and Affirming 
(ONA) Congregation. The task force which has taken on that task has compiled a draft 
Covenant. 
  
We’ve talked about it on Sunday mornings and will continue to do so until it is 
presented for a vote at our next Congregational Meeting. We hope if you have 
questions, concerns and comments about it, or suggestions to improve it, that you will 
jot them down below, and place them in the basket provided, or talk to one of the Task 
Force Members at the Welcome Center after the worship service. 

Draft     
Muskegon FCC 
ONA Covenant 

 
We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of 
Muskegon, care for the welfare of our community and welcome everyone, no 
matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey.  We welcome into our 
community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, 
economic and social status, faith background, marital standing, family 
structure, gender identity and expression, and sexual orientation.  We also 
invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments, 
responsibilities, blessings and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow 
together in faith and love. 

 
 



Lectionary 
September, 2021 

 

WED Sep 01 Colossians 1:1-8 

     Psalm 52:8-9 

      Luke 4:38-44 
 

THU Sep 02 Colossians 1:9-14 

      Psalm 24:1-6 

      Luke 5:1-11 

 

FRI Sep 03  Colossians 1:15-20 

      Psalm 100 

      Luke 5:33-39 
 

SAT Sep 04  Colossians 1:21-23 

       Psalm 54:1-2, 4, 6 

       Luke 6:1-5 
 

SUN Sep 05  FIFTEENTH 
SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
      Exodus 3:1-8b 

Whose Side Is God On? 

MON Sep 06  Colossians 1:24  

           Psalm 5:4-6, 11 

           Luke 6:6-11 
 

TUE Sep 07 Colossians 2:6-15 

     Psalm 145:1-2, 8-11 

     Luke 6:12-19 
 

WED Sep 08 Colossians 3:1-11 

Psalm 145:2-3, 

10-13 

       Luke 6:20-26 
 

THU Sep 09 Colossians 3:12-17 

     Psalm 150 

     Luke 6:27-38 
 

FRI Sep 10 I Timothy 1:1-2, 12-14 

Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 
11 

    Luke 6:39-42 
 

 

 

SAT Sep 11 I Timothy 1:15-17 

Psalm 116:12-13,  

17-18 

     Luke 6:43-49 
 

SUN Sep 12  SIXTEENTH  
SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
     Matthew 5:3, 8-9;  

     Luke 17:20-21 

 Who, or What, Is God? 
   

MON Sep 13  I Timothy 2:1-8 

      Psalm 28:2, 7-9 

      Luke 7:1-10 
 

TUE Sep 14  I Timothy 3:1-13 

      Psalm 101:1-6 

      Luke 7:11-17 
 

WED Sep 15 I Timothy 3:14-16 

      Psalm 111:1-6 

      Luke 7:31-35 
 

THU Sep 16 I Timothy 4:12-16 

     Psalm 111:7-10 

     Luke 7:36-50 

FRI Sep 17 I Timothy 6:2-12 

    Psalm 49:5-9, 16-19 

    Luke 8:1-3 
 

SAT Sep 18 I Timothy 6:13-16 

     Psalm 100:2-5 

     Luke 8:4-15 
 

SUN Sep 19  SEVENTEENTH  
SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
      Luke 19:1-10 

 Who Was Jesus? 
 

MON Sep 20  Ezra 1:1-6 

       Psalm 126:1-6 

       Luke 8:16-18 
 

 

 

TUE Sep 21  Ezra 6:7-8, 12, 
              14-20 

      Psalm 122:1-5 

      Luke 8:19-21 
 

WED Sep 22  Ezra 9:5-9 

Tobit 13:2-4, 6-8     

(Apocrypha) 

       Luke 9:1-6 
 

THU Sep 23  Haggai 1:1-8 

       Psalm 149:1-6, 9 

       Luke 9:7-9 
 

FRI Sep 24  Haggai 1:15-2:9 

  Psalm 43:1-5 

  Luke 9:18-22 

SAT Sep 25  Zechariah 2:5-9 

      14-15 

      Jeremiah 31:10-13 

      Luke 9:43-45 
 

SUN Sep 26  EIGHTEENTH 
SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
      Matthew 4:1-4; 

     Matthew 15:1-9 

  The Bible and How We Use it 
 

MON Sep 27  Zechariah 8:1-3 

       Psalm 102:16-23 

       Luke 9:46-50 

TUE Sep 28  Zechariah 8:20-23 

       Psalm 87:1-7 

       Luke 9:51-56 
 

WED Sep 29  Nehemiah 2:1-8 

       Psalm 137:1-6 

       Luke 9:57-62 
 

THU Sep 30  Nehemiah 8:1-12 

       Psalm 19:7-10 

       Luke 10:1-12 

 


