
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   
September 6, 2026 
Communion Sunday 

 

WELCOME & COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE 
 

 

Chorale Prelude on Ach Gott und Herr, by J.G. Walther 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING PRAYER 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray: 
Today, we are blessed and privileged to gather here,  
to see friends and families, old and a few new faces.  

We enter this sacred space,  
with an awareness that so many others are gathering too!  

We are part of the wider family and community of God.  
Oh God, you have carried us through this week,  

and we bring our offering of worship in response.  
May the songs and music uplift our hearts.  

Amen. 

 



OPENING HYMN 
Jesus Shall Reign 

 

Foundation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Those who wish may stand* *Those who wish may stand* 

 



SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Psalm 139:15-18; Psalm 8:1-9 

 

Psalm 139: 15-18 

My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes beheld my unformed 
substance. In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, 

when none of them as yet existed. How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
How vast is the sum of them! I try to count them—they are more than the sand;  

I come to the end—I am still with you. 

Psalm 8 

O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. Out of the mouths of babes and 

infants you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
to silence the enemy and the avenger. When I look at your heavens, the work of 

your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; 
what are humans that you are mindful of them,  

mortals that you care for them? 
Yet you have made them a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and 

honor. You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
you have put all things under their feet, all sheep and oxen, 

and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
whatever passes along the paths of the seas. O Lord, our Sovereign, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 
 
 

MESSAGE 
Spirituality, our common connection. 

 
 



HYMN OF REFLECTION 
All My Days 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Those who wish may stand* *Those who wish may stand* 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 
 

OFFERTORY INVITATION 
 

 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 

Chorale Prelude on Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr, by J.G. Walther 
 
 

DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Meaning of the Sacrament 
 

Communion Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
…It is truly fitting and right… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…And now as Christ our Savior taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
 

…And now as Christ our Savior taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
 

 
 

 



CLOSING HYMN 
For the Beauty of the Earth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING AND SENDING 
 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

Toccata, by Eugéne Gigout 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING AND SENDING 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

Chorale Prelude on Lobe den Herren, by J.G. Walther 
 
 

*Those who wish may stand* *Those who wish may stand* 

 



Today’s Service 
Rev. Becky Emerson   Senior Minister 
Dr. Michael Match   Music Director/Cantor 
John Mattson    Organist 
Joe Singerling    Liturgist/Prayer 
Blake Filius     Audio and Video  

Communion Servers: 
Shirley Albers, Sue Mixer, Joe Singerling 

All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828 
 

Red roses are sponsored by Cindy Maguire in memory of her husband Mike. 
 

A white carnation is in memory of FCC member Karen Chadwick who passed away  
August 26, 2026. Our sympathy and prayers are with her husband Tom and family. 
 

Cookies for Sunday Fellowship: Last names beginning with K-N are asked to donate during the 
Sundays in September. Please provide descriptions to safely avoid any allergies such as dairy, 
nut or gluten. Home made goodies are always welcome. Thank you! 
 

Child Care is available on the second floor for infants & toddlers. 
 

FCC Mobile Food Pantry will be on Saturday, September 12 at 10 AM. 
 

Meijer in North Muskegon and Harvey Street will TRIPLE your donation, directly benefitting FCC's 
own Food Pantry and Saturday Breakfast. For example, your $10 will become $30! 
 

Join us at the Saturday Breakfast Garden every Saturday – weather permitting from 10:00 AM 
till noon and/ or Tuesdays from 1-3 PM.  
A bike clinic will be held on September 12 from 9 AM-noon at the Saturday Garden. 
 

September Mission of the Month: CROP Walk (the walk will take place Sunday, October 4.) 
 

Congregational Life is sponsoring Potluck on Sept. 13 with Trivia following. Please sign up at 
Welcome Center. We are also having a new and clean used coat drive. Please leave clean and in 
good condition or new adult and children coats in the basket at the Welcome Center.  
 

Trunk or Treat returns. Congregational Life will be collecting donations of candy and may be 
left at the Welcome Center. 
 

Year 5 of “Let’s Make a Mess” acrylic pour paint class will be scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 16th at 1 PM in FCC’s decor room. There is no charge for the class and everyone is 
welcome. Each participant will be asked to bring in their own materials. Please sign up and get 
your Material Lists at the Welcome Center. Contact Nancy Doctor or Barb Kartes for details. 
 

Picture Directory is ready for members and long time attendees. A donation of $10 is 
recommended if you can, to help cover the cost. They will be at the Welcome Center. 
 

Office will be closed and staff will be off for Labor Day, September 7. Have a safe holiday. 
 

FCC IS AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING COMMUNITY  
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare of our 

community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We welcome into our 
community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic and social status, faith 

background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression, and sexual orientation. We also invite 
you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our 

congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”  Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21 

 


