Sunday, September 5, 2021

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 5, 2021
Deal with your servant according to your
steadfast love, and teach me your statutes.
Psalm 119:124

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY
PRELUDE
“Sweet Remembrance,” from Songs Without Words,
by Felix Mendelssohn
Donna Hood, Pianist
GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives
with one another that all we do affects, for good or ill,
all other lives: So guide us in the work we do,
that we may do it not for self alone, but for the
common good; and, as we seek a proper return for
our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful
aspirations of other workers, and arouse our concern
for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever, Amen.
(Collect for Labor Day, Book of Common Prayer)

SCRIPTURE READING

M

Exodus 3:1-8b

oses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb,
the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it
was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this
great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove
the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy
ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face,
for he was afraid to look at God.
Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in
Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I
know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land,
a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

MESSAGE
Hearing The Cry

*Those who wish may stand*

*Those
who wish may stand*
HYMN

O Grant Us, God, a Little Space

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
…ending with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
(Many Congregationalists in the early days felt that using the Lord’s Prayer
as a fixed part of worship was far too “liturgical.” The traditional form in
this Congregation uses “debts” and “debtors,” but you are free to join in
with whatever version you know.)

MOMENT FOR MISSION
Crop Walk 2021
OFFERTORY THOUGHTS
Please place offerings in the stationary plates located in the
Narthex as you leave today, thank you!

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
BLESSING AND SENDING

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN
When Israel Was in Egypt’s Land

POSTLUDE
To God Be the Glory, Arr. by Mark Hayes
Donna Hood, Pianist

*Those who wish may stand*
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Sanctuary Flowers
Today’s flowers are sponsored by Cindy Maguire
and family, in memory of Mike Maguire.
Please inform the church office of any address, phone, or email updates
We are working on a printed church directory for members our next meeting is September 20th. Thank you!

Join us for Homecoming Sunday, next Sunday the 12th of September.
Children/Youth Sunday School begins:
Primary through Middle School begins in class at 10:30 am (upstairs)
Confirmation students please attend church in the sanctuary through the
Scripture Reading. Rev. Tim will then dismiss you for class.
Please feel free to take this worship aid home or place in the recycle container
in the Narthex, thank you!

All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

Please see visit our website www.fccmuskegon.org for
the latest calendar information and
options to give online.
Today’s service is being live-streamed to our YouTube and
Facebook pages and will be available to view again any
time after the conclusion of the service.

The Open and Affirming Covenant Process
From the beginning, this congregation has sought to be welcoming and inclusive of all.
Sometimes we have done a better job of that than we have at others, but it is a part of our
heritage of which we can be proud.
More than a decade ago, we held a series of discussion groups and meetings at which we
discussed what it means to be a people of extravagant welcome who can say and mean that
phrase which has often been printed on the cover of our bulletins:
No matter who you are,
or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
At the end of that process, we adopted a few tweaks to the language about Membership in our
By-Laws to make even clearer what we have intended for a very long time: In approving
persons for membership, no discrimination by race, age, gender, identity, sexual orientation, or
national origin shall be tolerated. (Article 2, Section 1)
Since then, a number of members stumbled onto us who have said it would have been a lot
easier if they’d have a way to identify us without having to work so hard to find us. And so we
are working through the checklist to be listed as an Open and Affirming (ONA) Congregation.
The task force which has taken on that task has compiled a draft Covenant.
We’ve talked about it on Sunday mornings and will continue to do so until it is presented for a
vote at our next Congregational Meeting. We hope if you have questions, concerns and
comments about it, or suggestions to improve it, that you will jot them down below, and place
them in the basket provided, or talk to one of the Task Force Members at the Welcome Center
after the worship service.

Draft
Muskegon FCC
ONA Covenant
We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon,
care for the welfare of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are
or where you are on life’s journey. We welcome into our community people of every
age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic and social status, faith
background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression, and
sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship,
fellowship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings and joys of our congregation as we
seek to grow together in faith and love.

