Sunday, August 07, 2022

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 7, 2022
Have regard for your covenant, O God!
Do not let the downtrodden be put to shame:
let the poor and needy praise your name.
Psalm 74:20-21

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY

PRELUDE
Lord I Stretch My Hands to You, by Jay Althouse
Merijo and Joel Dulyea

GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
It is your Spirit, O God, speaking to our spirits,
which makes us your children.
So touch our hearts, help them grow
toward the life you have promised,
and make our lives a sign of your love for all.
This we ask in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
How Firm a Foundation

*Those who wish may stand*

SCRIPTURE READING
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

N

ow faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that
the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made
from things that are not visible. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set
out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing
where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised,
as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him
of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose
architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though
he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful
who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable
grains of sand by the seashore.”

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners
on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.

SPECIAL MUSIC
Shalom, by Dan Forrest

Merijo and Joel Dulyea, Vocalists
Britta Portenga, Violinist

MESSAGE
LONGING FOR A BETTER COUNTRY

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
I Love the Windows of Thy Grace

*Those who wish may stand*

RE-DEDICATION OF OUR STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERTORY INVITATION
DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Meaning of the Sacrament
Communion Prayer
Sanctus

…ending with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

COMMUNION MUSIC
The Lord’s Prayer, by Paul Isensee
Merijo Dulyea

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN
Lift Every Voice and Sing

*Those who wish may stand*

BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee, Arr. By Greg Bottomley
Sherry Merz, Pianist
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Sanctuary Flowers are sponsored by Merijo and Joel Dulyea
in memory of our parents Ken & Joyce Dulyea and
Ernest & Evelyn Nelson.

Please feel free to take this worship aid home or
place in the recycle container in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression,
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

