Sunday, July 31, 2022

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 31, 2022
God, you are my help and my deliverer,
do not delay!
Psalm 70:5

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY

PRELUDE
“Presto,” from Sonata in C minor, by Giovanni Pescetti

GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Loving God, we cannot continue in safety without your help.
So guide us in our life’s journey that we may walk the path
of justice and truth, and when we go astray, call us back again.
This we ask through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above

*Those who wish may stand*

SCRIPTURE READING
Hosea 11:1-11

W

hen Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my
son. The more I called them, the more they went from me; they
kept sacrificing to the Baals, and offering incense to idols. Yet it was
I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them up in my arms; but they did not
know that I healed them. I led them with cords of human kindness, with
bands of love. I was to them like those who lift infants to their cheeks. I
bent down to them and fed them. They shall return to the land of Egypt,
and Assyria shall be their king, because they have refused to return to me.
The sword rages in their cities, it consumes their oracle-priests, and
devours because of their schemes. My people are bent on turning away
from me. To the Most High they call, but he does not raise them up at all.
How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel? How
can I make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart
recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. I will not
execute my fierce anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and
no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath. They
shall go after the Lord, who roars like a lion; when he roars, his children
shall come trembling from the west. They shall come trembling like birds
from Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria; and I will return them
to their homes, says the Lord.

MESSAGE
THE HOLY ONE IN YOUR MIDST

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

*Those who wish may stand*

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
…ending with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
(Many Congregationalists in the early days felt that using the Lord’s Prayer as a fixed
part of worship was far too “liturgical.” The traditional form in this Congregation uses
“debts” and “debtors,” but you are free to join in with whatever version you know.)

RECOGNITION AND THANKS
Steve Kartes,
for many years of faithful service as Sound Technician

OFFERTORY INVITATION

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN

*Those who wish may stand*

Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us

BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE
Prelude in Classic Style, by Gordon Young
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Sanctuary Flowers are “in celebration of the lives of Joyce, John Sr., Judy, & Jeff;
by the Singerling boys.”
We have open Sundays for sanctuary flowers for most
Sundays in August. Please contact Ann if you would like to sponsor. Cost is $35.
Let’s Make a Mess Painting Class Wednesday, August 10, 2022, at 1:00 p.m.
Please come and join the messy fun and learn a very simple, trendy new painting
technique. VET will be offering this class at FCC in the VET room. If you can bake a cake,
you can master this painting technique. The class will be limited to 15 participants, and
everyone will be responsible for their own supplies. Please stop by the Welcome Center
and register and pick up a flyer with the list of supplies needed.

Please feel free to take this worship aid home or
place in the recycle container in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression,
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

