Sunday, July 24, 2022

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 24, 2022
God gives a home to the poor,
to those who are powerless and abandoned,
and leads the prisoners out to prosperity;
but the rebellious live in a parched land.
Psalm 68:5-6

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY

PRELUDE
‘Tis the Gift to Be Simple, Traditional Shaker Medley
Arr. by Douglas E. Wagner
Julie Husted and Kristy Mattson, Handbells

GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God you are our protector,
a loving father and mother to each of us.
In your mercy grant
that we may see each other through your eyes,
sharing your blessings with those around us,
and experiencing the joy of life in your presence.
This we ask through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
We Live by Faith and Not by Sight

*Those who wish may stand*

SCRIPTURE READING
Hosea 1:2-10

W

hen the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go,
take for yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of
whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the
Lord.” So he went and took Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived
and bore him a son. And the Lord said to him, “Name him Jezreel; for in a
little while I will punish the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will
put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. On that day I will break
the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.” She conceived again and bore a
daughter. Then the Lord said to him, “Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I will no
longer have pity on the house of Israel or forgive them. But I will have pity
on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the Lord their God; I will not
save them by bow, or by sword, or by war, or by horses, or by horsemen.”
When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. Then
the Lord said, “Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not my people and I am not
your God.” Yet the number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of
the sea, which can be neither measured nor numbered; and in the place
where it was said to them, “You are not my people,” it shall be said to
them, “Children of the living God.”

SPECIAL MUSIC
Great Is Thy Faithfulness, by William Runyan
Setting by Douglas E. Wagner
Kristy Mattson and Julie Husted, Handbells

MESSAGE
THE NOT SO PRETTY PARTS

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
What a Friend We Have in Jesus

*Those who wish may stand*

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
…ending with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
(Many Congregationalists in the early days felt that using the Lord’s Prayer as a fixed
part of worship was far too “liturgical.” The traditional form in this Congregation uses
“debts” and “debtors,” but you are free to join in with whatever version you know.)

OFFERTORY INVITATION

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN
O Savior, Let Me Walk With You

BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE
Toccata, by David H. Hegarty

*Those who wish may stand*
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Thank You to Julie Husted and Kristy Mattson for sharing
your musical talents with us this morning.
Sanctuary Flowers are sponsored by Beth Carrozza and family
in memory of Frank M. Carrozza.
We have open Sundays for sanctuary flowers for July 31
as well as most Sundays in August. Please contact Ann
if you would like to sponsor. Cost is $35.
Let’s Make a Mess Painting Class Wednesday, August 10, 2022, at 1:00 p.m.
Please come and join the messy fun and learn a very simple, trendy new painting
technique. VET will be offering this class at FCC in the VET room. If you can bake a cake,
you can master this painting technique. The class will be limited to 15 participants, and
everyone will be responsible for their own supplies. Please stop by the Welcome Center
and register and pick up a flyer with the list of supplies needed.

Please feel free to take this worship aid home or
place in the recycle container in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression,
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

