Sunday, July 3, 2022

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday before Independence Day
July 3, 2022
As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness;
when I awake I will be satisfied, beholding your likeness.
Psalm 17:15

ACOLYTES
WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY

PRELUDE
Trumpet Tune in G, by Jeremy J. Bankson
FCC Festival Brass:
Phil DeYoung, Conductor
Matt Lintula, Paul Krause, Emily Grace, Steve Haines - Trumpet
Chloe Meisch, Allen Beck - Horn
Scott Lachniet, Ed Spier - Trombone
Julia Krause - Euphonium
Jeff Leder - Tuba
Sandy Beck – Percussion

GATHERING PRAYER
(“Prayer for the Nation” from the Book of Common Prayer.)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth
for your glory, to serve you in freedom and in peace.
Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice
and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty
in accordance with your gracious will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

OPENING HYMN
O Beautiful for Spacious Skies

1. O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed his grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea.

*Those who wish may stand*

2. O beautiful for pilgrim feet,
Whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!
America! America!
God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law.

3. O beautiful for heroes proved In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country loved, And mercy more than life!
America! America! May God thy gold refine,
Till all success be nobleness, And every gain divine.
Text: Katharine Lee Bates, 1895, Tune: MATERNA, Samuel A. Ward, 1882

BAPTISM
The Meaning of the Sacrament
Baptism Song: Stirrin’ Up the Water, by Peter Mayer
The Baptism of Theodore David Glusenkamp

SCRIPTURE READING
II Kings 5:1-14

N

aaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high
favor with his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The
man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now the Arameans on one
of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served
Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet who is
in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” So Naaman went in and told his lord just
what the girl from the land of Israel had said. And the king of Aram said, “Go then, and I
will send along a letter to the king of Israel.” He went, taking with him ten talents of
silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets of garments. He brought the letter to
the king of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to
you my servant Naaman, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” When the king of Israel
read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, that this
man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying
to pick a quarrel with me.” But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel
had torn his clothes, he sent a message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes?
Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.”
So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s
house. Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times,
and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.” But Naaman became angry and
went away, saying, “I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call
on the name of the Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the
leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters
of Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage.
But his servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded
you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when all he
said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” So he went down and immersed himself seven
times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like
the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.

SPECIAL MUSIC
Eternal Father, Strong to Save, by John Bacchus Dykes,
Arr. by Todd Marchand
FCC Festival Brass
MESSAGE
SURPRISE, SURPRISE

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
This Is My Song

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
After each petition: Leader: Lord in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.

*Those who wish may stand*

OFFERTORY INVITATION
*DOXOLOGY*
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Meaning of the Sacrament
Communion Prayer
SANCTUS

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN
Lord Dismiss Us With Your Blessing

*Those who wish may stand*

BLESSING AND SENDING
POSTLUDE
Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken, by F.J. Haydn,
Arr. by James D. Ployhar
FCC Festival Brass
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Sanctuary flowers are sponsored by the Portenga Family
in loving memory of Ann Portenga on occasion of her June birthday.
Blessings to Theodore David Glusenkamp on his baptism this morning by
Pastor Ron (G-Papa) Glusenkamp. His parents are Caroline Vander Haar
and Noah Glusenkamp. Uncle Nathan Theodore Glusenkamp is serving as Godparent.
A Special thank you to Peter Mayer for the baptism song.
We are asking for last names that begin with A, B, or C, bring in cookies or bars for
our Coffee Fellowship for the month of July. If you can help, please sign up at the
Welcome Center. Sugar-free and gluten-free cookies would also be appreciated.
Thank You! Congregational Life Department
Please feel free to take this worship aid home or
place in the recycle container in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression,
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

