Sunday, June 12, 2022

TRINITY SUNDAY
June 12, 2022
rd
Happy 163 , First Congregational Church of Muskegon
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord their God
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.
Psalm 146:5-7

ACOLYTES
WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY

PRELUDE
Thine Is the Glory, Arr. by Robert Hobby
CALL TO WORSHIP
(from the Pilgrim Hymnal of 1931)

Dearly beloved; in the holy quiet of this hour,
let us draw near to him who heareth prayer;
let us remember that he listeneth
more to our hearts than to our words,
and that we are children of his love.
As we bow before him, may we be delivered
from blindness and prejudice and from fear.
May the God of all grace so cleanse our hearts
and so order our minds,
that they shall be open to the kindling touch
of the mysterious spirit
of him before whom we wait.

*Those who wish may stand*

OPENING HYMN
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty

*Those who wish may stand*

(The tune for this hymn was composed in 1861 and quickly became a hit – in the decade
after FCC’s founding it would have been considered contemporary Christian music.)

GREETING
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

GATHERING PRAYER
(from the Pilgrim Hymnal of 1931)
Let us pray.
O thou eternal God, speak to each of us the word that we need,
and let thy word abide with us until it has wrought in us thy holy
will. Cleanse, quicken, and refresh our hearts; direct and increase
our faith; and grant that we, by our worship at this time, may be
enabled to see thee more clearly, to love thee more fully, and to
serve thee more perfectly. Amen.
CHORAL ANTHEM
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring, by J.S. Bach
Jesu, joy of man's desiring,
Holy wisdom, love most bright;
Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring
Soar to uncreated light.

Word of God, our flesh that fashioned,
With the fire of life impassioned,
Striving still to truth unknown,
Soaring, dying round Thy throne.

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 7: 11-17

S

oon afterwards he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a
large crowd went with him. As he approached the gate of the town, a
man who had died was being carried out. He was his mother’s only
son, and she was a widow; and with her was a large crowd from the town.
When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, ‘Do not
weep.’ Then he came forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood
still. And he said, ‘Young man, I say to you, rise!’ The dead man sat up and
began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear seized all of them;
and they glorified God, saying, ‘A great prophet has risen among us!’ and
‘God has looked favorably on his people!’ This word about him spread
throughout Judea and all the surrounding country.

MESSAGE
GREAT EXPECTATIONS, REVISITED

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN

*Those who wish may stand*

Fairest Lord Jesus
(This song from 1850 was one of the most popular hymns of the 19th century.)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
…ending with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
(Many Congregationalists in the early days felt that using the Lord’s Prayer as a fixed
part of worship was far too “liturgical.” The traditional form in this Congregation uses
“debts” and “debtors,” but you are free to join in with whatever version you know.)

OFFERTORY INVITATION

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN
Nearer, My God to Thee
(One of the most popular hymns of 1859)

BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE

*Those who wish may stand*

BLESSING AND SENDING
POSTLUDE
Jesus Christ is Risen Today, by Healey Willan
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Sanctuary flowers are sponsored by Martha Ferriby in memory
of her mother Sally Ferriby.
Sanctuary flowers are sponsored by Joanne Cochrane in memory
of her husband Darryl Cochrane.
Members, please plan to attend our Annual Congregational Meeting next Sunday,
June 19 following the worship service.
Prayers to family and friends of Joan Leder as they celebrate her life
with a memorial service here at FCC today at noon.
Please feel free to take this worship aid home or
place in the recycle container in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression,
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

