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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — June 7, 2026
Communion Sunday

WELCOME & COMMUNITY NEWS
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
PRELUDE
Prelude I in C Major, BWV 846, by ].S. Bach

GATHERING PRAYER

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray:

Lord God, especially today was we
remember the coming of your Spirit,
teach those of us who lead worship
not to rely on our own strength to
make worship meaningful and inspiring.
Rather, give us joy and freedom
in knowing that worship is a gift
made possible by the work of your Holy Spirit.
Through Christ, our Lord,

Amen.



*Those who wish may stand* OPENING HYMN *Those who wish may stand*

God of the Ages
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Go of the a - ges, who with sure com - mand
Your pur - pose, just, en - vi - sions mor - tals free;
Re - fresh your peo - ple on life's toil - some way;
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brought  forth in beau - ty all the star - ry band
God, set our path  toward hu -man -1lib - er - ty.
lead us from  night to nev - er - end - ing day;
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of shin-ing  worlds 1n splen - dor through the skies,
Still be our rul - er, guard - 1an, guide, and stay;
With  truth and love guide us through er - ror's maze,
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our grate-ful  song be - fore your throne -a -  rise.
your Word our law, your paths our cho - sen way.
and we shall give you glo - ry, laud, and praise.
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Text: Daniel Craig Roberts, 1876, alt. Tune: TOULON, Adapted from OLD 124th, Trente quatre Pseaumes, Geneva, 1551



SCRIPTURE READING
1 Kings 19:1-15a

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with the
sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods do to me and
more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.”
Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life and came to Beer-sheba, which
belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.

But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under a
solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away
my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” Then he lay down under the broom tree
and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, "Get up and eat.” He
looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones and a jar of water. He ate
and drank and lay down again. The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him,
and said, “"Get up and eat, or the journey will be too much for you.” He got up and ate
and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb
the mount of God. At that place he came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, *“What are you doing here, Elijah?” He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

He said, “"Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the
wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and after the earthquake a
fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, "What are you doing
here, Elijah?” He answered, "I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”
Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus;
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE
Travels with Elijah



*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN OF REFLECTION
Lord of the Dance

*Those who wish may stand*
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1.1 danced in the morn-ing when the world was be-gun, And I
2. 1 danced for the scribe and the phar - 1 - see, But
3.1 danced on the Sab-bath and 1 cured the lame: The
4,1 danced on a Fri-day when the sky turned black; It’s
5. They cut me down and 1 leapt wup high; ¢
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danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, And I
they  would-n’t dance, and they would-n’t fol-low me; 1
ho - ly peo - ple said it was a shame. They
hard to dance  with the dev - il on your back. They
I am the life that - ’Il  nev - er, nev - er die; Iru
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came down from heav-en and I danced on the earth; At
danced for the fish-er-men, for James and John; They
whipped and they stripped and they hung me high, And
bur - ied my bod-y and they thought TI'd gone; But
live n you if you’ll live in me: Y
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Beth - e hem I had my  birth.
came with me and the dance went on.
left me there on a  Ccross to die.
I am the dance and I still go on.
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
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Dance then wher - ev - er you may be; I  am the
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Lord of the dance, said he, And I'll lead you all, wher-
A4 T | |  B— ‘
17 - — | ! ! 1 { 1 1
——e——r 1 s
D] I— ' — I
ev - er you may be, And T’ll lead you all in the dance, said he.

Text: Sydney Carter, b.1915
Tune: LORD OF THE DANCE, Irregular; adapt. from a traditional Shaker melody by Sydney Carter, b.1915
© 1963, Stainer & Bell Ltd. (Administered by Hope Publishing Co.)



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERTORY INVITATION

Moment for Mission
GSA

OFFERTORY MUSIC

“Air,” from Water Music, by G.F. Handel

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
THE LORD’S SUPPER
Meaning of the Sacrament

Communion Prayer



...It is truly fitting and right...
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly God, Ru-ler Al - migh - ty;
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heav'n and earth are full of your glory. Glo-ry be to you, O God.
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Bless-ed 1s the one who comes,who comes in the name of God.
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Ho - san - na, ho-san - na, ho-san-na in the high - est!

Music © 1991 Martha McMane

...And now as Christ our Savior taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.
Amen.

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP



*Those who wish may stand* CLOSING HYMN *Those who wish may stand*
Lead On, Eternal Sovereign
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Lead on, e-ter-nal Sov - ereign, we fol - low in your way;
Lead on, e-ter-nal Sov - ereign, we fol - low with - out fear,
Lead on, e-ter-nal Sov - ereign, till sin's fierce war shall cease,
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loud rings your cry for jus - tice, your call for peace this
for in each hu - man con - flict your words of strength we
and all your saints to - geth - er will sing a hymn of
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day; Through prayer-ful prep -a - ra - tion, your grace will make us
hear: That  when we serve with  glad - ness, you will not let us
peace; Then all im your do - min - ion will live with hearts set
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strong, to car-ry on the strug - gle to tri-umph o - ver  wrong.
fall, our trust 1s in your prom - ise that love will con-quer all.
free, to love and serve each oth - er for all e - ter-ni - ty.

Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1888, Tune: LANCASHIRE, Henry T. Smart, 1836

BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE

Toccata Jubiloso, by Lani Smith



Today’s Service

Rev. Bruce D. Mulder Interim Pastor
Dr. Michael Match Music Director
Joseph Dixon Cantor

Joe Singerling Liturgist/Prayer
Blake Filius Audio and Video

Shirley Buikema, Beth Carrozza, Joe Singerling
Communion Servers

All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

Flowers are in honor of Michael Match’s Birthday. Thanks for a wonderful year.
From the Motet Choir.

Cookies for Sunday Fellowship: Last names T-Z are asked to donate during the Sundays in June.
Please provide descriptions to safely avoid any allergies. Thank you!

Child Care is available on the second floor for infants & toddlers.

FCC Annual Meeting will be held following our church service on Sunday, June 14. We will vote
on the budget for the fiscal year and vote on hominated members for our departments and
Governing Board. Please mark your calendar and join us for this very important meeting.
Nomination Ballots are available at the Welcome Center for review.

Life-long Learning this today — One key transition question is how to help our new pastor
achieve early and obvious wins. Based loosely the second chapter of If the Church Were
Christian, this activity-based session will consider where FCC can gain the greatest boost in
member satisfaction with the least amount of effort and disruption.

Please join us Wednesday mornings for outside and inside projects around the church. We meet
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. followed with coffee and donuts.

Eurythmy Classes are Tuesdays from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Wear loose fitting clothes. $10 per class.

All are welcome to join us on Wednesday mornings from 9-10 AM in Fellowship Hall for a Zumba
Class emphasizing the 3’s (Cardio, conditioning and choreography. $3 per class) There is also a
Cardio - Drumming exercise class on Thursday mornings from 9-10 AM in the Fellowship Hall.

Join us at the Saturday Breakfast Garden every Saturday — weather permitting from 10:00 a.m.
till noon and/ or Tuesdays from 1-3 p.m. A bike clinic will be held on June 13 from 10-noon.

Our Saturday Breakfast will be held Saturday, June 27. This is a free buffet meal for all from
9-10:30 a.m. and is open to the community.

Have you had your picture taken yet? Last chance is in Fellowship Hall next Sunday from
10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Look for Sue Rummery near the stage.

A Sign Up Sheet is at the Welcome Center for the Congregational Department Event of Miniature
Golf at Putter’s Creek on the causeway. Join in on the fun on Thursday, June 25 at 5 pm.

Please note that staff will never send an email for a request for money.

FCC IS AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING COMMUNITY “We, the people of First Congregational Church, United
Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are
or where you are on life’s journey. We welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and
physical ability, economic and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and
expression, and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.” Adopted by
congregational vote 10/17/21



