Sunday, May 22, 2022

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 22, 2022
Together we covenant with God,
understood in the life and teachings of Jesus:
To walk in God’s ways, known or to be made known to us;
To commit ourselves to the Christian way as we understand it;
To affirm our participation in the Church which is the body of Christ; and
To serve the world God Loves.

ACOLYTES
WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

PRELUDE
Prayer of the Children, by Kurt Bestor

GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you
such good things as surpass our understanding:
Pour into our hearts such love toward you, that we might
love you in all things and above all things, and in so doing
attain your promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

*OPENING HYMN
For the Healing of the Nations

*Those who wish may stand*

CONFIRMATION AND RECEPTION INTO MEMBERSHIP
SONG OF RESPONSE
Spirit of the Living God

SCRIPTURE
Acts 16:9-15

D

uring the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia
pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”
When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good
news to them. We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which
is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We
remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside
the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and
we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain
woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from
the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart
to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household
were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful
to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

SPECIAL MUSIC
Be the Light, by Lea Morris
(inspired by Amanda Gorman’s poem, The Hill We Climb)

MESSAGE
LET GOD GRANT US GRACE AND BLESS US

*Those who wish may stand*

*HYMN
Shall We Gather At The River

*Those who wish may stand*

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
…ending with
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY INVITATION

*DOXOLOGY*
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*Those who wish may stand*

*CLOSING HYMN
Take My Life, God, Let It Be

BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE
Happy Together, by The Turtles

*Those who wish may stand*
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Sanctuary flowers are sponsored by Connie Cottrell in memory of Bob Cottrell.
Blessings to Kate Bullion on your Confirmation. Kate is the daughter of Dr. Bruce
and Dr. Michelle Bullion, and the sister of Mara Bullion.
Special thanks to the members of the a cappella ensemble, ”Just Us”
for sharing your time and talents this morning!
Cathy Forrest, Karen Frederiksen, Eileen Grostic, Elisabeth Major, Sue McIntire,
Barb Pitcher, Bev Schroeder, Cindy Van Ittersum, Suzi Velarde
Thank you to our youth group and volunteers for doing special projects
in and around the church Saturday.

Please feel free to take this worship aid home or place in the recycle container
in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression,
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

