Sunday, May 15, 2022

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 15, 2022
Sing a new song to God who has done marvelous things…
whose saving power has been revealed to the nations!
Psalm 98:1-2
ACOLYTES
WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

PRELUDE
Oboe Sonata in D Major, Op. 166, Mvmt. II,
by Camille Saint-Saëns

GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Come to us as a light from heaven, O God.
Pierce the shadows of doubt and despair, anger and scorn,
that enter into our lives, often uninvited.
Turn us from ways that do not share your unconditional
love with all. Shake the scales from our eyes until we see
the Creation as you intend. We are gathered by the love
of Christ, that we may embolden others as you have
emboldened us. Amen.
(Prayer led by the Rev. Daniel Furman at the Spring Meeting of the
Grand West Association at Hudsonville UCC on May 1.)

*Those who wish may stand*

*OPENING HYMN
Let All Things Now Living

*Those who wish may stand*

SCRIPTURE
Acts 11: 1-17

N

ow the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did
you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain
it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I
looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and
birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and
eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has
ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from heaven,
‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened three
times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment
three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we
were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we
entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will
give you a message by which you and your entire household will be
saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had
upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he
had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?”

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
Thomas Hardy
Charles Steffens
SPECIAL MUSIC
Fantasy for Oboe, by Malcom Arnold
Jonathan Krause, Oboist
MESSAGE
MESSAGE
ROCKING THE HOLIER THAN THOU BOAT

*Those who wish may stand*

*HYMN
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

*Those who wish may stand*

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
…ending with
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY INVITATION

*DOXOLOGY*
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*Those who wish may stand*

*CLOSING HYMN
In Christ There Is No East or West

*Those who wish may stand*

*BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE
Oboe Sonata in F major (A 504), by Gaetano Donizetti
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Sanctuary Flowers are sponsored by Pat and Tom Johnson
in honor of their 60th wedding anniversary.
We welcome our new members, Tom Hardy and Chuck Steffens
to our church family.
Please feel free to take this worship aid home or place in the recycle container
in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression,
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

