Sunday, May 1, 2022

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 1, 2022
Joyful Path, Unit 8 – Lifelong Learning:
Lesson 26; Living Joyfully in the Moment

ACOLYTES
WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
PRELUDE
“Cathedral” Prelude in E minor, BWV 533,
by Johann Sebastian Bach

GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Gracious God, you have made us your children,
and sent Jesus to remind us of that truth.
So restore to us the joy of your love,
as we seek to live by it.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

*OPENING HYMN
Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

*Those who wish may stand*

SCRIPTURE
Luke 6: 36-37; Matthew 6: 25-33

B

e merciful, just as your Father is merciful. “Do not judge, and you
will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven;

T

herefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life
more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of
the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can
any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do
you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much
more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What
will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

CHORAL ANTHEM
Ubi Caritas, by Ola Gjeilo
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.
Exsultemus, et in ipso jucundemur.
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum.
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero.

Where charity and love are, God is there.
Love of Christ has gathered us into one.
Let us rejoice in Him and be glad.
Let us fear, and let us love the living God.
And from a sincere heart let us love one
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MESSAGE
THE SECRETS OF A HAPPY LIFE

*Those who wish may stand*

*HYMN
Seek Ye First

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERTORY INVITATION

*Those who wish may stand*

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Meaning of the Sacrament
Communion Prayer
SANCTUS

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP
*Those who wish may stand*

*CLOSING HYMN
Jesus Shall Reign

*Those who wish may stand*

*BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE
“Cathedral” Fugue in E minor, BWV 533,
by Johann Sebastian Bach
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Sanctuary Flowers are sponsored by
Stocky Holly in honor of all her children.
The White Carnation is in memory of W. Neil Spink, who passed
away on Tuesday, April 26, 2022. Our prayers and sympathy are with his
wife Carolyn and family. His service took place Saturday, April 30 at FCC.

Please feel free to take this worship aid home or
place in the recycle container in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for the welfare
of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey. We
welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic
and social status, faith background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression,
and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

