EASTER SUNDAY
April 17, 2022
Joyful Path, Unit 1–Path and Teachings of Jesus:
Lesson 38; Easter
“God is my strength and my might; the one who has become my salvation.”
Psalm 118:14

ACOLYTES
WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
PRELUDE
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, Arr. by Douglas Smith
FCC Festival Brass
GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Easter, O God, takes us by surprise.
Things that are dead and buried
are supposed to stay that way.
Are we to believe that new life can blossom
where dead hope was buried?
Are we to believe that the world can be
made new? Give us grace to affirm
the possibilities and courage to work
toward them that your resurrection power be
made known among and through us;
in the name of Christ, our crucified and risen Savior.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

OPENING HYMN

*Those who wish may stand*

Christ the Lord is Risen Today

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 16:21 – 26

SCRIPTURE
John 14:19-20; I Corinthians 15:40, 54-55

I

n a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me;
because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.

T

here are both heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory
of the heavenly is one thing, and that of the earthly is another.
When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal
body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?”

MUSICAL REFLECTION
Rejoice, the Lord is King, Arr. by Kevin McChesney
The Canterbury Ringers

MESSAGE
LIFE IS NOT AN EITHER/OR

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
The Day of Resurrection

*Those who wish may stand*

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
…ending with the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

OFFERTORY INVITATION
Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen, Arr. by Michael Burkhardt
The Motet Choir and FCC Festival Brass
Alleluia! Jesus is risen! Trumpets resounding in glorious light! Splendor, the Lamb, heaven
forever! Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!
Walking the way, Christ in the center telling the story to open our eyes; breaking our bread,
giving us glory: Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!
Weeping be gone; sorrow, be silent: death put asunder, and Easter is bright. Cherubim sing: O
grave, be open! Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!
City of God, Easter forever, golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, river of life, saints and
archangels, sing with creation to God the I AM! Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!
Setting © 2019 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.

*DOXOLOGY*
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
During the singing of our closing hymn, members of the congregation
who wish to sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” along with the Motet Choir
are invited to come up into the chancel.

*Those who wish may stand*

CLOSING HYMN
Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day

BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE
“Hallelujah,” from Messiah, HWV 56,
by George Frideric Handel

*Those who wish may stand*
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Altar Flowers
Altar flowers are sponsored by Sharon Miller in memory of Kimm Miller’s birthday.

Easter Egg Hunt
Youth may gather outside this morning following our worship service.

Meatless Mondays
At the conclusion of Lent, turn your accumulated savings into a check to FCC/UCC and
write Growing Hope on the memo line or donate online to the Meatless Mondays link.
Together we can continue to make a difference in the lives of others
as we observe this holy season of Lent. Many thanks.
Please feel free to take this worship aid home or place in the recycle container
in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care
for the welfare of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where
you are on life’s journey. We welcome into our community people of every age, race,
nationality, mental and physical ability, economic and social status, faith background, marital
standing, family structure, gender identity and expression, and sexual orientation. We also
invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments, responsibilities,
blessings and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

