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Sunday, April 7, 2024 



SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Communion Sunday 

April 7, 2024 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
 

PRELUDE 
 

Awake, My Heart, with Gladness, by Robert Hobby 

 
 

GATHERING PRAYER 
 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. 

Come let us worship the One who is and was and is to be.  
Alleluia!  

Let us pray. 
Loving God,  

As we celebrate Christ’s resurrection 
help us to see with fresh eyes the signs 

of new life all around us. 
Give us grace to nurture and encourage 

the tender shoots of fresh life 
and new beginnings, 

and wisdom to embrace every opportunity 
for reconciliation and a fresh start; 

through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 



HYMN 
I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Those who wish may stand* *Those who wish may stand* 

 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 

John 20: 19-31 
 

hen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the 
Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  

 week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, 

“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 
my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name.  
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CHORAL ANTHEM 
Song of Thomas, by Russel Nagy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE  
 

JUST CALL ME THOMAS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As day drew unto evening, there were his friends yet grieving 
Yet, numb with loss, believing his body was stolen from the tomb. 

Jesus, their Lord and Master, torn from them by disaster, 
They mourned the dead and waited with dread, locked in the upper room. 

 
Then Jesus came, saying, “Peace be with you. As I was sent, now I’m sending you too. 
As you forgive, so forgiveness will flow. Be not afraid, come touch me and you’ll know.” 

 
One was not there to see it, so Thomas disbelieved it, 

And till he saw the nail prints and spear-wounded side would not believe. 
When, all at once beside him, Jesus was there to guide him. 

“Come se my hands, reach out, touch my side. Doubt me no more, believe.” 
 

Then Jesus came, saying, “Peace be with you. As I was sent, now I’m sending you too. 
As you forgive, so forgiveness will flow. Be not afraid, come touch me and you’ll know.” 

Blessed are they who have not seen and yet believe. 
 
 

© 1999 High Street Music 



HYMN 
Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Those who wish may stand* *Those who wish may stand* 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY REFLECTION 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 

Peace I Give to You, by Larry Visser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
 
 

Peace I give to you; my peace I leave with you;  
not as the world gives do I give to you. 

 
 
 

© 2006 by GIA Publications, Inc. 



CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Meaning of the Sacrament 

 
Communion Prayer 

…with your sons and daughters in every time and place, 
and with all the company of heaven, we lift our voices 

to worship and adore your glorious name. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

…All this we pray in Jesus’ name, who taught us to say: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we  

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

SHARING THE MEAL 
 
 
 

…All this we pray in Jesus’ name, who taught us to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



CLOSING HYMN 
The Day of Resurrection 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Those who wish may stand* *Those who wish may stand* 

 



BLESSING AND SENDING 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds, by Robert Hobby 
 
 

Today’s Service 
 

Rev. Tim Vander Haar   Senior Minister 
Dr. Michael Match   Music Director 
John Mattson    Organist 
The Motet Choir    Song Leaders 
Tom Hardy     Liturgist/Prayers of the People 
Blake Filius     Audio and Video  
Tom & Deb Witmer, Tom Hardy Communion Servers 

 

All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828 
 
 

Cookies are again appreciated for our Coffee Fellowship Sundays after worship. Those 
whose last names begin with the letters A-D please bring if you can, cookies or bars for 

the month of April. Gluten and sugar free cookies, or home made are also welcome. 
 

Exercise classes have resumed on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 9-10. 
Drumming exercise class on Thursday mornings from 9-10. Cost for each class is $3. 

 

No Name will meet Thursday, April 11 at 5:30 pm at Red Wok on E. Sherman in 
Muskegon. Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you will be attending! 

Host is Joe Singerling. 
 

Just a reminder that GSA meets every Monday from 7-8 pm at FCC.  

Let’s Make A Mess! Painting Class will be Wednesday, April 24, 2024 – 1:00 pm 
This class is an Acrylic Liquid Pour Art. Please sign up for the class at the Welcome 

Center if you can join us. Look for a material list of items to bring to class. 

 

We have many Sundays open for flower sponsors. 
Please contact Ann at the church office for open dates. 

 

 



We welcome the Civic Theatre group back this year for the month of April 
as they rehearse for their production.  

 

Governing Board members, we will meet 
in the Parlor for Monday, April 15, 2024’s meeting. 

 

Are you getting up to date information on FCC activities? 
If not, please email michaelm@fccmuskegon.org and ask to be put on our Thursday 

email. He will also send you a direct link to our on-line worship service. 

 

FCC Outreach Task Force will have a container by the Welcome Center so you can add 
your old batteries to be recycled during our battery recycling program in time for 

Earth Day (April 22, 2024. 

 

Thank you to those who have brought canned goods for our weekly food pantry. 
Please deposit them in the baskets in the Narthex. 

 

We invite you to join us Wednesday mornings for outside and inside projects around the 
church. We meet from 9:00 a.m. to 11: 00 a.m. then have coffee and donuts in the 

library for a bit of social time. Come check us out! 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN AND AFFIRMING COMMUNITY 

“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, 
care for the welfare of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or 
where you are on life’s journey. We welcome into our community people of every age, 

race, nationality, mental and physical ability, economic and social status, faith 
background, marital standing, family structure, gender identity and expression, and 

sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, 
fellowship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our congregation as we 

seek to grow together in faith and love.” Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21 

 


