Sunday, March 20, 2022

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
March 20, 2022
Joyful Pat, Unit 5 – Search for Understanding
Lesson 22; Opening our Hearts in Prayer
ACOLYTES
WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY
PRELUDE
Lead Me to Calvary, Arr. by Brian Buda
Sherry Merz, Pianist

GATHERING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God of all compassion, you bid us to spend time in fasting,
prayer, and sharing with our fellow human beings as a way
of healing the wounds our selfishness and sin bring upon us.
When we are discouraged by our weakness, may we find
hope in your love. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
We proclaim a God who says, “Behold, I make all things new!”
This means we are not mired in the past but face
each day the opportunity to learn from it
and let it go, to grow and to change.
May you believe this good news and go forth to live in peace.
Amen.
(from the Breastplate of St. Patrick, paraphrased by Cecil F. Alexander)

*Those who wish may stand*

OPENING HYMN
As Pants the Hart

*Those who wish may stand*

SCRIPTURE
Luke 11:9-13, John 6:27

S

o I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who,
if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if
the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

D

o not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it
is on him that God the Father has set his seal.”

CHORAL ANTHEM
Jesus Is A Rock in A Weary Land, by Kyle Johnson

Jesus is a rock in a weary land, my Jesus is a rock in a weary land,
a shelter in a time of storm.
No one can do like Jesus, not a mumbling word her said; he went walking
down to Lazarus’ grave and he raised him from the dead.
When Jesus was on earth. The flesh was very weak; he took a towel and
girded himself and he washed his disciples’ feet.
Yonder comes my Savior, him whom I love so well; he has the palm of
victory, and the keys of death and hell.
Oh, Lord, my Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in a time of storm.
Arrangement © 2014 MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.

MESSAGE
ASK, SEEK, KNOCK

*Those who wish may stand*

HYMN
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

*Those who wish may stand*

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
…ending with the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.
Amen.

OFFERTORY REFLECTION
Please place offerings in the stationary plates located in the
Narthex as you leave today, thank you!

*DOXOLOGY*
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*Those who wish may stand*

*CLOSING HYMN
Jesus, the Joy of Loving Hearts

*Those who wish may stand*

*BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE
Hallelujah! What a Savior! Arr. by Jeff Bennett
Sherry Merz, Pianist

Today’s Service
Rev. Tim Vander Haar
Sherry Merz
The Motet Choir
Dr. Michael Match
Molly O’Donnell
Eleanor Wiles
Jane Clingman-Scott
Blake Filius

Pastor
Guest Pianist
Leaders of Song
Choir Director
Acolyte
Acolyte
Liturgist/Prayers of the People
Audio and Video

Sanctuary Flowers are sponsored by Marty Lalick and Barbara Bates-Lalick
in memory of Barb’s parents William and Evelyn Bates who were married on 3/21/44,
and in memory of Barb’s brother Chuck, who was born on 3/21/47.

Meatless Mondays: During Lent please join Mission and Services in a fundraiser
to make a positive impact on world hunger through Growing Hope Globally.
Simply eat meatless on Mondays and save what you would have spent on meat.
At the conclusion of Lent, turn your accumulated savings into a check to FCC/UCC and
write Growing Hope on the memo line or donate online to the Meatless Mondays link.
Together we can continue to make a difference in the lives of others
as we observe this holy season of Lent.
Congregational Meeting will be held following our worship service today.

Please feel free to take this worship aid home or place in the recycle container
in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care
for the welfare of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where
you are on life’s journey. We welcome into our community people of every age, race,
nationality, mental and physical ability, economic and social status, faith background, marital
standing, family structure, gender identity and expression, and sexual orientation. We also
invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments, responsibilities,
blessings, and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

