Sunday, March 6, 2022

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
March 6, 2022
Joyful Path, Unit 5 - Search for Understanding:
Lesson 24, “Infinite Possibilities in Each Moment”

ACOLYTES
WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY

PRELUDE
The Love of God, Arr. by Brian Buda
Sherry Merz, Pianist

GATHERING PRAYER
O God, even as Jesus was tempted in the wilderness
so we, too, face every day our own trials and temptations.
If we are honest, we must confess that in our thoughts
and in our words, in what we have done,
and by what we have left undone,
we have fallen short of your command of love.
So have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.
We proclaim a God who says, “Behold, I make all things new!”
This means we are not mired in the past, but face
each day the opportunity to learn from it
and let it go, to grow and to change.
May you believe this good news and go forth to live in peace.
Amen.

*Those who wish may stand*

OPENING HYMN
Lord Jesus, Who through Forty Days

*Those who wish may stand*

Luke 4:1-13; Matthew 19:26; James 5:16
Hymns:
Lord Jesus,
Who through Forty Days (Black 211, vs. 1-4) From the Crush of
Wealth and Power (Black 552)

SCRIPTURE
Luke 4: 1-13; Matthew 19: 26; James 5: 16

J

esus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by
the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the
devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were
over, he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” Then the devil led him up and
showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said

to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been
given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please.
If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is
written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the devil
took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,
saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from
here, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to
protect you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not
dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not
put the Lord your God to the test.’” When the devil had finished every test,
he departed from him until an opportune time.

B
T

ut Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for
God all things are possible.”

herefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another,
so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful
and effective.
SPECIAL MUSIC
On Eagle’s Wings, by Michael Joncas,
Arranged by Mark Hayes
And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand.
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in his shadow for life,
say to the Lord: “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!”
The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear:
under his wings your refuge, his faithfulness your shield.
You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day;
though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come.
For to his angels he’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways;
upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.
Arrangement © Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.

MESSAGE
FORTY DAYS FOR WHAT?
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader: "Lord in Your mercy," People: "Hear our prayer."
OFFERTORY REFLECTION
Please place offerings in the stationary plates located in the
Narthex as you leave today, thank you!

*DOXOLOGY*
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER

Meaning of the Sacrament
Communion Prayer
SANCTUS

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING THE MEAL

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*Those who wish may stand*

*Those who wish may stand*
CLOSING HYMN
From The Crush of Wealth and Power

BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE
Our Great Savior, Arr. by James Koerts
Sherry Merz, Pianist
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Sanctuary Flowers
Flowers this morning are sponsored by Michael Match
in honor of the Motet Choir’s return. Welcome back!
Meatless Mondays: During Lent please join Mission and Services in a fundraiser
to make a positive impact on world hunger through Growing Hope Globally.
Simply eat meatless on Mondays and save what you would have spent on meat.
At the conclusion of Lent, turn your accumulated savings into a check to FCC and write
Growing Hope on the memo line or donate online to the Meatless Mondays link.
Together we can continue to make a difference in the lives of others
as we observe this holy season of Lent.
Please feel free to take this worship aid home or place in the recycle container
in the Narthex, thank you!
All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community
“We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care
for the welfare of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where
you are on life’s journey. We welcome into our community people of every age, race,
nationality, mental and physical ability, economic and social status, faith background, marital
standing, family structure, gender identity and expression, and sexual orientation. We also
invite you to share in the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments, responsibilities,
blessings and joys of our congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21

