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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 22, 2023

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
On those living in deep darkness a light has shined.
Isaiah 9:2

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE COMMUNITY

The glory of the Lord shines forth.
Come, let us adore him.

PRELUDE

I. Allegro, from Suite for Organ, by John Stanley

GATHERING PRAYER

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Give us grace, O God, to answer readily the call
of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all
people the Good News of repentance,
that we and the whole world may perceive
the glory of your love; this we ask
in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
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The Church’s One Foundation
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Text: Samuel L. Stone, 1866; alt., Tune AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1864



SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 4:12-23

ow when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to
N Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the

sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been
spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun,
land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles— the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for
those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From
that time Jesus began to proclaim, “"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they
were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish
for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went
from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his
brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and
he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and
followed him.

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and
every sickness among the people.

CHORAL ANTHEM
My Son, the Beloved, by David Blackwell

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
And as he came out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.
And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, my Son, the Beloved; with whom I am well pleased.”
“My Son, the Beloved.”

© 2015 by MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.

MESSAGE
ANNOUNCING THE GOOD NEWS
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You Have Come down to the Lakeshore
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Text: Cesdreo Gabarain, Transl. Madeleine Forell Marshall, 1989; alt., Tune: PESCADOR DE HOMBRES, Cesdreo Gabarain, © 1979, 1987 Cesdreo Gabarain, Published by OCP Publications.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
...ending with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever. Amen.
(Many Congregationalists in the early days felt that using the Lord’s Prayer as a fixed part of worship was
far too “liturgical.” The traditional form in this Congregation uses “debts” and “debtors,” but you are free
to join in with whatever version you know.)

OFFERTORY INVITATION

OFFERTORY MUSIC
The Summons, by John Bell

Will you come and follow me If | but call your name?
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Will you let my love be shown, Will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown In you and you in me?

Will you leave yourself behind If | but call your name?
Will you care for cruel andrid And never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare Should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer In you and you in me?

Lord, your summons echoes true When you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you And never be the same.
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949, © 1987, lona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father (Creator), Son (Christ), and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
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CLOSING HYMN

Blessed Be the Tie that Binds
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Text: John Fawcett, 173B817; Transl. E. L. Bundry, Tune: DENNIS, Johann G. Nag&r31836

BLESSING AND SENDING

POSTLUDE

ITII. Trumpet Voluntary, from Suite for Organ, by John Stanley



Today’s Service

Rev. Tim Vander Haar Senior Pastor
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Flowers are sponsored by Marty Lalick and Barb Bates-Lalick

All music reprinted by permission under ONELICENSE #A-727828

First Congregational Church, UCC is an
Open and Affirming Community

“"We, the people of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, of Muskegon, care for
the welfare of our community and welcome everyone, no matter who you are or where you are
on life’s journey. We welcome into our community people of every age, race, nationality, mental
and physical ability, economic and social status, faith background, marital standing, family
structure, gender identity and expression, and sexual orientation. We also invite you to share in
the life, leadership, worship, fellowship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our

congregation as we seek to grow together in faith and love.”
Adopted by congregational vote 10/17/21



